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Climate Change in Scotland

• Increased stress & 
vulnerability

• Drought (East Scotland)
• Wind Damage 
• Landslides
• Fire
• Novel combinations of pests, 

pathogens & hosts

Climate 
variable

Gradual Changes

• Increasing  
temperature

• Changing 
rainfall patterns

Extreme Events 

• Flooding

• Drought

• Storms/wind

Impact on Forestry
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Upland Scotland 100 years ago: 
<5% forest
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Scotland
20th Century change in forest cover
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Scottish Government objective is to increase cover to 25% by the 2nd half of this 
century. This will require 650 000 ha of new forest.

Scotland’s forest area

2016:
67% private owned
74% conifers
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Queen 
Elizabeth 
Forest Park

1993
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Queen 
Elizabeth 
Forest Park

Restructuring



20/08/20181
0

Queen 
Elizabeth 
Forest Park

Demonstration 
forest
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Queen Elizabeth Forest Park – East Loch Ard
Species groups - Change in area over time
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Sheet1

		2003		2015		2025		2035		2045		2055

		Spruces		68.9		66		59.2		51.4		44.3		43.1

		Pines		10		8		8.7		8.7		10.3		9.9

		Larches		5.1		4.2		3.3		2.4		1.9		1.7

		Minor conifers		5		5.5		5.5		5.6		6		6.5

		Broadleaves		11		16.3		25.3		31.8		37.5		38.8
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Duchray Water
Queen Elizabeth 
Forest Park

1993
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Duchray Water
Queen Elizabeth Forest Park

Riparian zone



Continuous Cover Forestry
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10% of forest



Mature spruce in the CCF area
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Climate Ready Forestry Workshops: 
Queen Elizabeth Forest Park

Practitioner stories, Discussion 
sessions, Updates from experts, 
Attended by public & private sector 
forest managers, policy makers, 
scientists

• Preparing for the expected 
• Adaptation Stories
• Living with pests and diseases 
• Species diversification 
• Flood, landslide and wind risks
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Thanks to:
Kate Beauchamp and Tom Locatelli, FR
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and 

ClimateXChange
www.climatexchange.org.uk

http://www.climatexchange.org.uk/
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