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The Index of Biodiversity Potential (IBP) is 
an (indirect) biodiversity evaluation tool 
co-designed by foresters and 
researchers. It helps forest managers to 
implement conservation measures for 
forest-dwelling species in their day-to-day 
management. IBP facilitates decision-making 
as its spatial dimension matches that of 
the stand scale commonly used by forest 
managers in their daily work.

The IBP combines seven factors related 
stand features and three factors related 
to land use history and to associated 
macrohabitats. By comparing threshold values 
with field observations recorded during a rapid 
survey  (15–20 min/ha), a scoring system awards 
a score of 0, 1, 2 or 5 for each of the 10 factors 
with 5 being the highest. The final IBP score 
equals the sum for all factors. 

Higher scores indicate a more favorable 
biodiversity potential. Looking at 
individual factor scores provides information 
on where improvements may need to be made.  

The ten factors and scores have been 
calibrated with large-scale taxonomic data for a 
wide range of contexts. Observer effects 
were assessed contributing to 
refining factor definitions and thresholds, 
and for optimizing training sessions.  

Developed in France since 2008, the IBP 
is currently rolled out in 17 European and 
further Mediterranean coastal countries. 
This collaboration contributes to improving 
the tool and making it more user-friendly. 
Preliminary results highlight that the IBP 
could soon be applied also for large-scale 
spatial assessments using remote sensing data. 

Seven factors related to structural and compositional stand features, and forest management (A–G) and three factors related 
to land-use history and associated macrohabitats (H–J). Source: Emberger et al. (2023). 
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