Whatis a
WILDFIRE

At its most basic, a wildfire is a chemical reaction
of combustion, which requires a source of heat,
oxygen, and fuel to get started. With wildfires,
the fuel is the vegetation available to burn
(e.g. forests, shrubs, or pastures), the oxygen is
available in the air, and the heat may have various
sources: a lightning, an agricultural burn which
escapes, or a spark originating in an electric line.

It is important to also know that not every fire
is undesirable from a social or even ecological
perspective. Wildfires are complex socio-
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ecological phenomena (Tedim et al, 2016),
which, in some ecosystems such as savannahs or
Mediterranean forests, are a natural disturbance
needed for their survival.

Wildfire risks are increasing worldwide because of
climate change and land use change. This means
also that wildfires are becoming a challenge in
regions where they were not a concern before, and
traditionally fire-prone regions are suffering from
wildfire events which surpass their suppression
capacities.
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