
Some examples of green finance products and services include:

Sustainable finance = Green finance

What is
SUSTAINABLE FINANCE?
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Further reading:
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Companies offset their 
carbon emissions by 
investing in carbon-

reducing projects

Carbon credits

Climate and conservation 
or biodiversity finance 
are related subcategories 

of green finance with a 
specific focus. The latter 

two refer to the funding and 
financing of biodiversity 

conservation activities. This 
can include e.g. habitat 

protection financed through 
donations, debt-for-nature 
swaps, biodiversity offset 
markets or biodiversity 

credits.

Green finance is 
almost synonymous 

with sustainable finance 
and is often used 

interchangeably. It often 
involves the deployment 

of financial capital towards 
renewable energy, energy 

efficiency and clean 
transportation. 

Sustainable finance is 
an umbrella term for the 

process of taking into 
account environmental, 
social and governance 
(ESG) considerations 

when making investment 
decisions in the financial 

sector. It aims to align 
financial markets with the 
sustainable development 
goals, such as reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, 
or protecting biodiversity.

Debt securities 
issued to finance 
environmentally 
friendly projects

Financing for 
energy-efficient 
building retrofits

Investor

Investment for green 
projects (green loans)

Issuer

Green bonds

Green loansGreen bonds
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