5 What is

social innovation?

Social innovation refers to rethinking and
reshaping social practices to improve society’s
well-being in response to different challenges.
It aims at enhancing collective well-being and
system change. This process often involves civil
society and focuses on transforming traditional
ways of addressing poverty, environmental
degradation, or social inequality. It can resultin
the development of new collaborations between
the public, private, and civil sectors. Social
innovations can emerge at any level - from the
locallevel (e.g. grassroots initiatives) to national
ones (e.g.inforest policies).

In forestry, social innovation plays a key role in
empowering the local population, fostering
economic development, and promoting

sustainable resource management. It has the
potential to revitalise rural areas by addressing
structural challenges such as depopulation
and marginalisation, while encouraging new
management forms and uses for forest-based
resources (e.g. community forestry, eco-
tourism).

The implementation of socialinnovationremains
challenging. Gaps in policies, governance
structures and institutions can impede the
progress of social innovations. Overcoming
these requires building trusted networks,
supportinglocalleadership, and creating flexible
policy frameworks that allow social innovations
to thrive.
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The social innovation process is represented as being shaped by key dimensions, which include the context,
actors, and trigger. Socialinnovation is further exercised through its components, which are the levels, time,
and iterative stagesincluding prompts, proposals, prototypes, sustaining, and scaling. These lead to outputs,
outcomes, and impacts that drive systemic change. Graph based on Rogelja et al. 2023; Murray 2011.
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