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Estate characteristics & needs 

ÅFitor is a forest estate paradigm of Mediterranean 
climate with mixt cork oak forest about 900 ha 
and more than 150 km of ways. Ecosystem is 
exuberant and rich. Understorey growth is about 
5 tm/ha/year.   
ÅThe  sustainable production of understorey 

biomass for conservation purposes is 4000 
tm/year 
ÅEnergetic value of understorey is very high, and 

was the forest energetic source  during centuries 
ÅBut technological and market barriers must be 

solved to use this kind of biomass at XXI century. 



What is understorey biomass ? 

 

 

 

 

Without actions, understorey is this high barrier of 
shrubs & bushes competing for water with trees: 

Mainly Arbutus unedo and Erica arborea 



LŦΩǎ not managed is the next 
fuel for Forest Fires 



Understorey total extraction 
is good for trees growth but bad for 
humidity conservation into forest 


