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Sustainable Forest Management



Voluntary Forest Certification



Russian Export of Forest Products
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Russian Import of Forest Products 
to China
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Russian Export of Forest Products 
to China

44%

31%

21%

4%

Sawnwood

Roundwood

Pulp

Others



204 818129 812
246 185
1 395 479

3 857 682

7 831 949

14 760 675

19 070 843

21 350 315

22 299 057

24 346 900

29 642 981

33 402 238

38 835 095

39 558 560

42 851 790

44 842 359

46 595 809 44 929 959

42 744 378

0

5 000 000

10 000 000

15 000 000

20 000 000

25 000 000

30 000 000

35 000 000

40 000 000

45 000 000

50 000 000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

га

Voluntary Forest Certification in 

Russia and China (FM)

PEFC-certified: 
20 759 301.8 ha

FSC-certified

CHINA

FSC-certified 988 206 ha

PEFC-certified: 6 614 566 ha



Voluntary Forest Certification in 

Russia and China (COC)

RUSSIA

- 606
- issued in 2018

244

- 40
- issued in 2018

15

CHINA

- 7649
- issued in 2019

557

- 325
- issued in 2018
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Is it much?

RUSSIA

FSC/PEFC – 25% / 5% 
of the forests leased 
for wood harvesting

FSC/PEFC – 18 / 3 of 
20 biggest Russian 
producers of forest 

products

CHINA

more than 8000 
buyers of Russian 

forest products BUT 
Top 60 – 80%,
Top 5 – 18%
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Is it important for you that products from 

wood are manufactured from legal wood?

Legality of Wood Harvesting

Survey 2016
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Legality of Wood Harvesting
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What do you think how much wood is illegally 

harvested in Russia? (survey 2016)



WWF Estimates of Illegal Logging in Russia
for Exporting to China

2006 – oak 
and ash 

>70%

2015 – oak 
and ash 
1/3 to 2/3

2000 –
totally 

45%, oak 
and ash 

50%



WWF Estimates of Illegal Logging in Russia
for Exporting to Other Countries

Denmark
2004 – 20%

Sweden
2003 – 20%

Northwest Russia 
20-25%

East Siberia
15-18%

Southern Russian 
Far East

40%

2002



Requirements for Companies to 

Confirm Wood Legality 

Forest legality 

verification certificates



Intact Forest Landscapes in 

Russia



Intact Forest Landscapes (IFL) and 

Forest Certification 

Area of intact 

forest landscapes 

in Russia

250 mln ha

5.4%

of them are 

legally protected 

within official 

protected areas

Total FSC 

certified forest 

area

42.7 mln ha

IFL within the FSC 

certified forest area

3.4 mln ha

(8% of FSC 

certified area or 

1.4% of the IFL 

area)

1055 thou ha of 

IFL are protected 

with logging 

moratoria



Requirements for Companies to 

Protect Intact Forest Landscapes 

LOGGING MORATORIA

in IFL signed by companies 

and NGOs

(http://hcvf.wwf.ru)

CHANGES IN FOREST LAWS

National Forest Heritage 

included in the law in 2018



Social Issues and Public 

Engagement 
Social issues of sustainable forest management are as 

much important as environmental and economic ones

Both certification schemes demand public 

engagement BUT…

Consultations with 

local communities 

on their need in 

forests, updating 

forest management 

plans

Respecting the 

rights, including 

customary rights, 

of indigenous 

peoples, 

consultations, 

agreements

Guaranteeing the rights of workers



Forest Data Transparency

Official data on 

forests are 

inaccurate and 

outdated

Data on forests 

are legally to be 

published but 

access is limited

Information on 

forests must be 

published 

according to 

certification 

requirements but 

companies can 

declare it 

confidential 

Remote sensing 

monitoring of 

logging

BIG WINS:

Information on forest fires must be 

publicly available

Information on salvage logging must 

be published before logging is started



Chinese Logging in Siberia and the 
Russian Far East: Public Perception



I

It’s breaking my heart 
when reported on the 
death of forests in the 

Amazon!


