


Distribution of Forest Resource in China

400 mm rainfall 

distribution line

Forests are mainly 

distributed in the 

northeast and 

southwest state-

owned forest areas 

and hilly collective 

forest areas.

Rare forest vegetation

in Northwest semiarid

area



China's territory covers more 

than 9,600,000 square 

kilometers

Forest covers 207,690,000 

Hectares

Forest covergae-21.63%

Total stock of standing trees-

16.433 billion m3

Forest stock-15.137 billion m3

According to the results of the Eighth 

National Forest Resources Inventory 

from 2009-2013

1.1Resources status 1.2 Stock structure 

Total stock of standing trees-16.433 billion m3

Forest stock-15.137 billion m3

Stock Structure



Forest area in proportion 
to forest species

Protection forest 99,670,000 hectares

Special forest16,310,000 hectares

Timber forest67,240,000 hectares

Fuel forest1,770,000 hectares

Economic forest20,560,000 hectares

1.3 Forest area Forest stock

Protection forest 7.948 billion m3

Special forest 2.17 billion m3

Timber forest 4.6 billion m3

Fuel forest 59,000,000 m3

Forest stock in proportion to 
forest species



According to the Eighth National Forest Resources Inventory, we can learn that:

China's forest area, stock and forest coverage have increased, the quality and 

structure of forests have improved, the health situation has tended to improve, 

and the supply capacity has gradually enhanced.

1.4 General situation

1.4.1  Continuous growth of forest area and steady 

increase of forest coverage

 The forest area increased by 12.23 million hectares. 

 The forest coverage increased from 20.36% to 21.63%, and increased by 1.27%.

 The forest stock has increased 1.416 billion m3.



1.4.2 Natural forests continue to increase, and plantation keep 
rapidly growth

 The area of natural forests increased by 2.15 million hectares and the volume of 

natural forests increased by 894 million cubic meters.

 The area of plantation increased by 7.64 million hectares and the stock increased 

by 522 million cubic meters, accounting for 78% of the increment of forest land 

area and 37% of the increment of forest stock respectively. The contribution of 

plantation to the total increase of forest is very significant.

1.4.3 The timber supply capacity of plantation increased, and the 
forest harvesting continued to transfer to plantation.

The annual average cutting volume of plantations is 155 million cubic meters, an 
increase of 26%.



The total amount of forest resources is insufficient, and the ecological 
fragility has not been fundamentally reversed.

1.4.4 Main challenges

2 The quality of forest resources



3 The area of converting forest land to construction land



4. The poor existing forestland quality and afforestation difficulty is increased

 Generally speaking, the growth of forest resources in 

China still can not meet the increasing demand for 

forestry diversification. The shortage of ecological 

products, forest products and ecological cultural 

products is still a prominent problem restricting the 

sustainable development of China. The task of 

protecting and developing forest resources is still 

very arduous.

 At present and in the future, more attention should 

be paid to the protection and management of forest 

resources, the strict protection of forest land, the 

promotion of scientific management, and efforts 

should be made to promote the sustainable 

development of forest resources in China.



2.The forest Harvest methods of 

China’s Forest Sustainable 

Management



2.1 Cutting and tending of young and middle-aged forests



Since 2009, the Ministry of Finance and the State Forestry 

Administration have jointly carried out pilot work on forest 

tending subsidies.



 In 2009, the central government provided 500 million 
yuan for the pilot project of forest tending subsidy in 11 
provinces and regions such as Inner Mongolia with a 
pilot scale of 5 million mu.

 In 2010, the central government financially supported 
the cultivation of young and middle-aged forests in a 
scale of 20 million mu, with an investment of 2 billion 
yuan, and the scope of the pilot project remained 
basically unchanged.

 Since 2011, the central government has invested 5 
billion yuan in subsidies for young and middle-aged 
forest tending, and the subsidies per mu have increased 
from 100 yuan to 120 yuan.



2.2 Transformation of Low-yield and Low-efficiency Forests

Forest authority began to pay attention to the transformation of these Low-yield and 

inefficient forests in order to improve the productivity and quality of forest land, which is a 

type of cutting, but also one of the important measures for forest management.



2.4 final cutting



3.Management of forest harvesting 

in China



3.1 Background

License-based 

on harvesting 

License-based on 

transportation
Processing 

supervision

After more than 20 years of efforts, China has gradually established a forest harvesting management 

system with the cutting quota management as the core and the license-based  on harvesting, transportation 

and wood processing supervision as the focus.

Strict implementation of this system has played a historic role in ensuring 

the sustained "double growth" of forest area and stock and promoting 

sustainable forest management.



In 2008, "Opinions of the Central Committee and the State Council 

of the Communist Party of China on the Comprehensive Promotion 

of the Reform of Collective Forest Right System" was issued, and 

China's collective forest right system reform was launched in an 

all-round way.

 In order to further mobilize the enthusiasm of forest managers to develop 

forestry, give full play to the main role of forest managers, comprehensively 

improve promote sustainable forest management, the State Forestry 

Administration issued the Opinions on Reforming and Perfecting Collective 

Forest Cutting Management on July 16, 2009, aiming at collective forest. 

 A series of comprehensive reforms have been introduced in logging management. 

193 pilot units in 24 provinces (districts and municipalities) have carried out 

national forest harvesting management reform pilot projects.



2.2 Content of reform

 quota management.

 The status of forest management schemes 

 Classified management of forest harvesting 

 Single control of cutting quota "accumulation" 

 Weakening timber production plans

 Simplified logging approval process



2.2.1 Non-planned forests are not included in quota management

2.2.2 Forest management plan is the main basis for approving annual forest 
cutting quota



2.2.3 Classified management of forest harvesting

From the "12th Five-Year Plan" cutting quota, classified management of 
commercial forest and non-commercial forest quota reflects the 
management idea of strictly managing public welfare forest and 
activating commercial forest.

2.2.4 Single Control of Cutting Quota “stock"
The cutting quota has been adjusted from "storage and volume" 
control to "one-way storage control", which has solved a major 
problem that has long plagued forest managers to implement 
logging.

2.2.5 Weakening timber production plans

Except for the key state-owned forest areas in Northeast Inner 
Mongolia, the timber production plans in other areas are put on 
record.



6. Simplified logging approval process

 The forestry authorities provide guidance services and supervision and management.

 county-level forestry authorities are required to simplify the links and provide "one-stop" 
services such as forest right auditing, felling area design and approval and issuance of 
certificates.

These policies has provided strong support for the forest sustainable 
management in China. 

Furthermore, it marks that China's forest sustainable management 
has entered a new stage of "classified guidance, rational harvesting, 
scientific management and sustainable utilization". 



4.The framework of China Forest 

Sustainable Management
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Official data and information can be searched in the Annual Report 

of China' s Forestry Development and the official website of 

National Forestry and Grassland Administration: 

http://english.forestry.gov.cn/.

http://english.forestry.gov.cn/

