What is

FOREST ASSISTED

MIGRATION

Forest migration refers to the gradual shift of
tree species and their biodiversity in response
to changing climate conditions, typically moving
toward higher latitudes or elevations. The natural
pace of this dispersal is often too slow to match
the rapid rate of climate change.

As a proactive response, assisted migration
involves intentionally relocating species to areas
expected to offer them suitable climate conditions
in the future. This can be done in three ways: (1)
assisted population migration within historical
ranges, (2) assisted range expansion just beyond
the historical ranges, and (3) assisted species
migration to entirely new regions.

While assisted migration can help prevent
biodiversity loss, it faces ethical and political
challenges. Relocated species may disrupt local
ecosystems by introducing invasive species
or pathogens that impact native biodiversity.
Regulatory restrictions and laws can also hinder
assisted migration efforts, as they prohibit
the introduction of new species. Thus, careful
assessment is essential to balance the ecological
benefits with the risks of unforeseen ecological
consequences.
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