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Executive Summary 

 

What is this document? 

This document is the Annual Report of the EFI Multi Donor Trust Fund for Policy Support Facility 
(hereafter MDTF) for 2020. It presents the activities, outputs, impacts and budget of the MDTF for 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 2020. Year 2020 was the third year of the new 3-year cycle of MDTF 
(2018-2020). The Annual Report aims to provide transparent information, which can also be used to 
assess and evaluate the performance and impact of the MDTF work. 

 
Facility management 
EFI Assistant Director Lauri Hetemäki coordinated MDTF project activities in 2020, with important 
support from Communications Officer Ulla Vänttinen, Head of Communications Rach Colling, 
Administrative Officer Jarkko Haltia and Brussels Liaison Officer Harald Mauser. The ThinkForest Forum 
has been chaired by its President Janez Potočnik in 2020. In addition, other EFI staff resources and outside 
subcontracting have been used to carry out the activities during 2019.   

 
Facility funding and costs in 2020 
In 2020, the MDTF consisted of the following 10 Donor countries: Austria, Czech Republic, Finland, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Norway, Spain and Sweden. The total financial contribution from the 
countries to the MDTF by the end of 2020 was 600 694 euros. The total amount of expenses in 2020 is 
estimated to have been 600 721 euros. It should be noted that when writing this on 11 February, the EFI 
accounts for 2020 had not yet been finalized.  
  

Summary of activities  

The highlights of activities and outputs from 2020 include: 
 
In 2020, two From Science to Policy (FSTP) studies were published: “European Forest Governance Post-
2020” and “China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy: Assessment and Outlook” and a Knowledge to Action meta-
study on “Public perceptions of forestry and the forest-based bioeconomy in the European Union”. Six 
online newsletters, Science Supporting Policy-making were distributed to the EFI network (approx. 900 
recipients by the end of 2020).  

 
ThinkForest events are the flagship science-policy events organized by MDTF, and there were four such 
events, organised in 2020 as webinars: 1. “Science Insights to European Green Deal and Forests”, held 
20 May 2020; 2. “European Forest Policy Post-2020” held on 22 September 2020; 3.” Public Perception 



https://www.efi.int/policysupport 3 
 

 

on Forests and Bioeconomy” held on 27 October 2020 and 4. “China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy” 
organised on 9 December 2020.  Due to COVID-19 impacts to face-to-face events, no such events could 
be organised in 2020. 

 

Summary of impacts   

Publications were widely distributed in digital forms in 2020, and the electronic copies of both newly 
published and back catalogue publications again proved popular.  

MDTF-funded publications have become increasingly cited in both academic journals and by policy makers 
(see Appendix). There is always a delay in citation, and in 2020 it was publications like FSTP8 Living with 
bark beetles: impacts, outlook and management options (published in April 2019) and FSTP7 Substitution 
effects of wood-based products in climate change mitigation (published in November 2018), that began 
to be heavily cited – in academic journals, stakeholder publications and policy publications.  
 
To ensure maximum impact, findability and citability, in 2020 all From Science to Policy studies were given 
Digital Object Identifier or DOI references. This has also enabled us to monitor usage. 
 
ThinkForest event participation: In total, 751 people took part in ThinkForest webinars: 313 in “Science 
Insights to European Green Deal and Forests” (20 May 2020); 172 in “European Forest Policy Post -
2020” (22 September 2020); 167 in ”Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy” (27 October 2020) 
and 99 in “China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy” (9 December 2020). In addition, the four ThinkForest 
webinars recordings were watched by 1341 persons by the end of 2020 (939 persons watched the May 
webinar recording, 183 the September recording ,171 the October recording and 48 the December 
recording respectively). Due to COVID-19, no face-to-face events were organised in 2020. Instead all the 
ThinkForest events were organised as webinars, which actually increased the number of participants 
compared with face-to-face events. In terms of background, four major participant groups were: the 
research community, national government (ministries), forest industry and other stakeholder groups. 

Media impact: MDTF Policy Support work was again actively promoted in 2020. Media published 6 articles 
related to ThinkForest seminars, 9 related to publications, and there were 3 follow up articles relating to 
the 2019 media bootcamp. The different stakeholder groups published in total 11 follow-up articles in 
their forums relating to events. These numbers were less than in previous years, and affected by the move 
to online-only events due to coronavirus. However, where articles were written, these were in high-
impact publications (eg Politico). 

During 2020, MDTF-funded policy support work was promoted via social media, including EFI channels 
such as Twitter, YouTube and the EFI blog. For example, Twitter was used at each of the ThinkForest 
webinars to encourage interaction and dialogue with participants. During 2020, there were over 1,500 
tweets from the main EFI Twitter account, which now has over 10,300 followers. The messages were also 
amplified by EFI’s other channels, such as the EFI blog. In 2020, for example, a blog post written by Palahí, 
Hetemäki and Potocnik ‘Bioeconomy: the missing link to connect the dots in the EU Green Deal’ received 
over 10,000 views. 
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Expert presentations, hearings and statements: Many requests for presentations or expert statements 
in policy or science-policy forums based on the publications and ThinkForest webinars indicated the 
usefulness of the MDTF events and publications. Based on the From the Science to Policy –series and 
Knowledge to Action -series report, the authors of the studies and Chief-Editor provided 58 presentations 
and expert statements in total at various science-policy and other forums.  

Feedback from the network: The publications and ThinkForest events have been tackling topical policy 
issues and have been considered timely. In particular, participants have appreciated that issues high on 
the political agenda have been brought to the discussion, and needed science-based information has been 
provided by the studies and ThinkForest webinars. ThinkForest online events have been highly valued by 
various Commission officials (e.g. Commissioners, senior EC officials, Joint Research Centre officials), 
national government civil servants, EFI Associate Member representatives, and forest-based sector 
stakeholders.  
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1. Introduction and background 

1.1 EFI Multi Donor Trust Fund for Policy Support 

 
The objective of the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) is to support the operationalization of the activities 
of the EFI Policy Support Facility. The Trust Fund completed its first 3-year period at the end of 2017 
and started a new 3-year period on 1 January 2018. 
 
The Steering Committee is the highest decision-making body of MDTF. The Steering Committee 
approves the MDTF work programme and related budget. The main aims and responsibilities of the 
Steering Committee are to provide strategic guidance and advice on the operations of FPS. It receives 
information from the EFI secretariat and gives feedback regarding the outputs, outcomes and impacts 
resulting from the activities of MDTF policy support work. The Steering Committee does not take part in 
the operation and management of the MDTF policy support work, science-policy studies, or the selection 
of the scientists conducting the studies. This is in line with the principle of safeguarding the scientific 
integrity of the actual science-policy work. However, the Steering Committee members can comment the 
science-policy study manuscripts, but they do not review them. That is, the decision how to incorporate, 
or not to incorporate, the possible Steering Committee comments to the studies, rests on the scientists.  
 
The Steering Committee consists of a representative of each donor and the Director of EFI or his 
authorized representative. The Chair of the EFI Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), or a designated SAB 
member, took part in the meetings as an observer. The membership of a donor ends 12 months following 
the last contribution of the donor. The Steering Committee meets at least once a year, and maintains an 
active interaction through correspondence, and can meet informally in connection with other 
international meetings. 

 

In 2020, the MDTF Steering Committee members were:  

 
1. Harald Aalde, Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Norway  
2. Thomas Haußmann, Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Germany 
3. Tomas Krejzar, Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic, Czech Republic  
4. Nerijus Kupstaitis, Ministry of Environment, Lithuania (Zbignev Glazko in spring 2020) 
5. Fergus Moore, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Ireland  
6. Marc Palahí, EFI  
7. Enrico Pompei, Ministero delle Politiche Agricole Alimentari e Forestali, Italy  
8. Georg Rappold, Federal Ministry on Sustainability and Tourism, Austria 
9. Daniel Roures, Ministry of Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge, Spain (José Manuel 

Jaquotot in spring) 
10. Jan Svensson, Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation, Sweden  
11. Tatu Torniainen, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland  

 
The MDTF policy support work is managed and administrated by the EFI Policy Support Facility. The 
actual implementation of the science-policy studies is based on the work by EFI staff, its Associate 
Members, and the science community in general. The aim of the work is to: 
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▪ respond in a timely manner to policy makers’ information needs with scientific-based analysis and 
information in an easily understandable and policy-relevant format and scale; 

▪ support the formulation, monitoring and evaluation of sustainable policies and strategies relevant 
for the European forest-based sector; 

▪ communicate effectively and consequently build a better understanding of forest-related issues, 
proactively involving policy makers, scientists and stakeholders. 

 
The above objectives are carried out in particular through EFI MDTF science-policy publications (From 
Science to Policy reports and What Science Can Tell Us reports) and ThinkForest forum high-level science-
policy seminars and online events. The ThinkForest forum events are usually chaired by its President. From 
July 2019 onwards Janez Potočnik, the former EU Commissioner for both Science and Research, and 
Environment, has been the ThinkForest President. The President’s role has also been important in 
representing ThinkForest and EFI policy support work in different platforms (e.g., international 
conferences, webinars, videos), providing important networks and access to high-level policy makers, 
inviting speakers to the ThinkForest seminars and online events, and providing strategic advice for EFI 
management in science-policy support work.   

 

 
 

ThinkForest President, Janez Potočnik, since July 2019.  
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1.2 MDTF funding and management 
 

Funding: The members of the MDTF in 2020 were 10 countries: Austria, Czech Republic, Finland, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Norway, Spain and Sweden. The total contribution of donors in 2020 
was 600 694 euros. The expenses of MDTF activities during 1 January to 31 December 2020 is estimated 
to have been 600 721 euros (the exact amount will be known when the EFI accounts for 2020 are finalized 
in 2021). 
 

According to the MDTF Guidelines, funding can be used to finance the following categories of expenditure: 

▪ Policy Support Facility staff costs and travel expenses; 
▪ EFI staff costs, consultant and expert fees and related expenses (travels, etc.) to coordinate 

and conduct Policy Support Facility studies and activities; 
▪ Costs for contracting EFI member organizations and other relevant organizations for carrying 

out scientific assessments, policy studies, etc.; 
▪ EFI staff costs and travel expenses related to the negotiations of the trust fund, its establishment 

and enlargement; 
▪ Communication and media expenses, including publications (e.g. From Science to Policy and 

What Science Can Tell Us studies) 
▪ Briefs, EFI News, etc., translations, and video and electronic media; 
▪ Workshop, conference, webinar and meeting expenses, including costs associated with 

presenters, publicity, translation and reporting; 
▪ Equipment related to supporting the activities of FPS; 
▪ Office running costs (not covered by the agreed overheads); 
▪ Costs related to activities, not included above, that have the approval of the Steering Committee; 
▪ Auditing and final external evaluation costs. 

 

Management: The MDTF policy support work is managed and administrated by the EFI Policy Support 
Facility. It initiates, coordinates, carries out and disseminates science-based analysis and synthesis 
assessments for policy makers, stakeholders, media and the public at large. It supports science-policy 
dialogue and functions as a go-between scientists and policy makers. One of the main activities is also the 
managing and operation of ThinkForest Forum, the high-level science-policy information, discussion and 
information-sharing forum.  
 
Based on feedback from the Steering Committee members, EFI prepares an annual work plan and an 
associated budget which is approved by the Steering Committee. Studies may be planned to be 
conducted within a period of up to three years subject to the availability of sufficient funding. 
 

The team responsible for managing and administrating the MDTF policy support work in 2020 was: 

Lauri Hetemäki, Assistant Director, EFI 
Rach Colling, Head of Communications, EFI 
Jarkko Haltia, Administrative Officer, EFI  
Harald Mauser, Brussels Liaison Officer, EFI 
Ulla Vänttinen, Communications Officer, EFI  
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2. Activities and outputs 

The activities under MDTF for Policy Support were of many different types during 2020. The flagship 
activities are the ThinkForest webinars and science-policy publications. In addition, a number of related 
and supporting activities were carried out, such as the policy support newsletter, videos, policy support 
webpage, posters, social media activities, expert statements and presentations in policy forums/webinars, 
and efforts to get new countries to join the MDTF. This chapter gives more detailed information about 
these activities. 

2.1 Publications  

2.1.1. Science-policy studies 

 

MDTF publications build on existing EFI series, with the aim of creating a cascade of products, targeted at 
different audiences and purposes. Their main objective is to synthesise existing science analysis and 
results, and draw policy implications based on these, to inform policy making and stakeholders’ work. The 
text is accordingly written in a format that is easily accessible to these target groups. To help wider 
distribution and impact, the studies or their Executive Summaries are also translated to other languages, 
when needed. So far the translations include Chinese, Czech, French, German, Italian, Russian and Spanish 
editions. 
 

EFI series No of pages Purpose 
 
 
What Science Can Tell Us 
(WSCTU) 

 
 

80-100 

 
Synthesis of large scope studies. Main target 
groups: civil servants, policy makers’ 
assistants, stakeholders, experts, researchers  
 

 
From Science to Policy 
(FSTP) 

 
28-50 

Synthesis of a specific topic, carried out within 
a short timeframe (typically in 4-8 months). 
Main target groups: civil servants, policy 
makers’ assistants, stakeholders, experts, 
researchers  
 

Knowledge to Action 
(K2A) 

12-60 Presents the results of research (or topic 
synthesis), an initiative or project in an 
attractive format. Main target groups: society, 
stakeholders, policy-makers, media.  

 
In 2020, two new From Science to Policy studies were published. In addition, From Science to Policy 8: 
Living with bark beetles: impacts, outlook and management options was translated into Czech and made 
available online. One report was also published in EFI’s new Knowledge to Action series.  
 
To ensure maximum impact and findability, from 2019 onwards all EFI publications have been given Digital 
Object Identifier or DOI references. This is a string of numbers, letters and symbols used to identify an 
article or document and link it to the web. A DOI helps a reader easily locate a document, and makes the 
publications more citable. 
  

https://efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2020/efi_fstp8_2019_cz.pdf
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From Science to Policy 10: European forest governance post-2020 
https://doi.org/10.36333/fs10   
 

The study was coordinated by Bernhard Wolfslehner, from the University 

of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, and EFI Forest Policy 

Research Network, Austria. It had 13 authors from 10 institutions and 6 

countries.  

 

 

 

 
 
From Science to Policy 11: China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy: Assessment 
and Outlook 
https://doi.org/10.36333/fs11   
 
The study was coordinated by Prof. Maarit Kallio, from the Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences, Norway. It had 13 authors from 12 institutions 
and 6 countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Knowledge to Action 03: Public perceptions of forestry and the forest-
based bioeconomy in the European Union 
https://doi.org/10.36333/k2a03  
 
The report was coordinated by Lea Ranacher from Wood K plus – 
Competence Center for Wood Composites and Wood Chemistry. It had 3 
authors from 2 institutions, and 1 country. 
 
  

https://doi.org/10.36333/fs10
https://doi.org/10.36333/fs11
https://doi.org/10.36333/k2a03
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Author affiliations 
 

Countries 
represented 

Beijing Forestry University 
Chinese Academy of Forestry, Institute of Information and Policy 

EFI 

EFI Forest Policy Research Network 

European Commission, Joint Research Centre 

Humboldt University of Berlin 

Institute for International Economic Research of National 
Development and Reform Committee, China 
Institute of Microbiology, Chinese Academy of Sciences 

Norwegian University of Life Sciences* 
Slovenian Forestry Institute* 
Singapore National University 
South China Agricultural University 

Umeå University 

University of Freiburg* 

University of Helsinki* 

University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna*  

University of Oxford 

University of Padova 

Wageningen University and Research* 
Wood K plus – Competence Center for Wood Composites and Wood 
Chemistry 

International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) 

 
 
Austria 
China 
Finland 
Germany 
Ireland 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Slovenia 
Singapore 
Sweden 
UK 

 

*EFI Associate or Affiliate Member organization 

2.1.2 Policy support brochure 

 

A new edition of the policy support brochure (Science informing 

policymaking) was produced in 2020 to promote the work of the MDTF, and 

take account of the change in ThinkForest president. The brochure promotes 

EFI’s core values in science-policy work, and its role in providing unbiased 

science-based knowledge and promoting science-policy dialogue and 

networking via ThinkForest.  

https://efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-

bank/2020/EFI_policybrochure_2020_0.pdf  

 

https://efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2020/EFI_policybrochure_2020_0.pdf
https://efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2020/EFI_policybrochure_2020_0.pdf
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2.1.3 Policy support newsletter and mailings 

 
The Science Informing Policy-making online 
newsletter reports on and promotes ThinkForest 
events and MDTF-funded studies, in addition to 
more general news items on current MDTF themes 
(for example bioeconomy, forest fires). The 
newsletter is sent by email to EFI’s policy support 
mailing list, using the Apsis newsletter system, and 
is promoted to EFI’s wider network via social 
media.  
 
Subscription was actively promoted during the 
year (e.g. during registration for events), and by 
the end of 2020, the policy support newsletter 
mailing list totalled some c.880 subscribers, and 

the events mailing list c.890 subscribers.  
 
Several editions of the newsletter were published in 2020, and we also trialled single issue mailings (for 
example relating to publications) which saw high engagement figures.  
 

Newsletter/mailing Contents 

08.01.2020 • Green Deal needs plantation forests 

• A new equilibrium for plantation forests 

29.04.2020 • New publication: European forest governance post-2020 

30.04.2020 • A new era of forest policymaking 

• Science Insights to the European Green Deal and Forests 

22.10.2020 • We are seeking an Assistant Director for Policy Support 

16.12.2020 • Five priorities for EU-China bioeconomy development 

14.12.2020 • New study assesses future Europe-China forest 
bioeconomy development 

 

 

2.2. ThinkForest webinars  

 

ThinkForest events in 2020 were all organised as online events due to COVID-19 impacts to face-face 
events. There were four ThinkForest webinars in 2020: 1. “Science Insights to European Green Deal and 
Forests”, held 20 May 2020; 2. “European Forest Policy Post-2020” held on 22 September 2020; 3.” 
Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy” held on 27 October 2020 and 4. “China -Europe Forest 
Bioeconomy” organised on 9 December 2020.    
 

http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/5906811/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6111864/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/5966861/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6339250/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6425628/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6425225/41455D447848415D4571
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Science Insights to European Green Deal and Forests (20 May) 
 
The first ever ThinkForest webinar took place on 20 May discussing European Green Deal and Forests. 
An overwhelming 88% or 125 of those participants who took part in the polling during the webinar 
agreed that the forest bioeconomy is an important missing link in the Green Deal. Speakers and 
panellists agreed that the EU Green Deal is welcome and necessary, but it needs updating to be even 
stronger, in particular in the light of the need of recovery from COVID-19 caused economic slump. 

COVID-19 is providing the missing urgency to the Green Deal, and an opportunity to learn valuable 
lessons, pointed out Janez Potočnik, ThinkForest President. Better management of natural resources 
is vital for strengthening preparedness and resilience, as well competitiveness, he continued. 

The question on resources was explored by Prof. Gert-Jan Nabuurs, who explained the benefits of 
Climate Smart Forestry, and how it is key to understanding the potential trade-offs and synergies 
between mitigation, adaptation, bioeconomy and biodiversity. Prof. Jürgen Bauhus looked at the 
complex issue of forest biodiversity and Green Deal. He concluded that increasing the coverage of 
strictly protected areas was unlikely to be the most effective and efficient approach, especially given 
climate change. 

Lauri Hetemäki, EFI Assistant Director, explored the relationship of bioeconomy and the Green Deal. 
He said that the Green Deal goals on climate neutrality cannot be met without a new range of biobased 
solutions. The bioeconomy provides also income to fund forest management measures which help to 
adapt forests to changing climate and enhance biodiversity, he concluded. 

 

ThinkForest webinar took place on 20 May 2020. The webinar was hosted by Markus Natri, and speakers included Anne 
Toppinen (University of Helsinki), Marc Palahì (EFI), Stefan Sundman (UPM-Kymmene), Gert-Jan Nabuurs (Wageningen 
University), Jürgen Bauhus (Freiburg University, Fanny-Pomme Langue (CEPF), Chantal van Ham (IUCN), Lauri Hetemäki 
(EFI) and ThinkForest President Janez Potočnik. 

Lively panel discussion focused on several key issues for forests, including active management, 
multifunctionality, finance, and the human dimension of forest owners. It stated, for example, that it is 
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essential to engage the EU 16 million private forest owners and the forest-based industry to reach the 
goals of the Green deal. 
 
The webinar was well-attended by 313 participants. Out of all participants, 20 were country 
representatives (ministries and embassies). Other main participant groups were researchers (98), forest 
owners and forest industry (51), European Parliament representatives and European Commission officials 
(21) NGOs (14), other stakeholder groups (64) and international organisations (44, incl. participants from 
EFI). The event was recorded and the video has been watched by 939 people by the end of 2020.   
 
European Forest Policy Post-2020 (22 September) 
 
A forward-looking discussion on the future of forest policy in Europe was held in the ThinkForest 
webinar on 22 September. Contributing via video, two former Prime Ministers offered reflections on 
the transformational nature of policies that would be needed in the future, especially given the current 
COVID-19 crisis. Felipe González, former Spanish Prime Minister pointed out that “We see nature and 
the countryside from a very urban perspective”. Moving to a different economic model and a different 
relationship with nature would require effort, commitment and cost. Göran Persson, former Swedish 
Prime Minister, also emphasized the need to overcome the rural-urban divide. “You need to involve 
those who are able to carry out the most important part of the Green Deal, namely those who are 
working in our forest, in our agricultural sector”, he said. 

Eva Müller from the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, called for the forthcoming EU 
Forest Strategy to focus on three key objectives: strengthening resilience and the adaptive capacity of 
forests, maintaining and enhancing forest biodiversity, and promoting and further developing the 
contribution of forest-based sector to the circular bioeconomy. 

 

Eva Müller, Director General for Forest, Sustainability and Renewable Resources, Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, 
Germany giving keynote speech on forests and Green Deal at the ThinkForest webinar held on 22 September.  
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Bernhard Wolfslehner from the EFI Forest Policy Research Network introduced the EFI study on 
European Forest governance post-2020. He pointed out what we have learnt from other sectors, for 
example agriculture, water and energy policies. Eeva Primmer from the Finnish Environment Institute 
emphasized the multifunctionality of forests, and also the timescale and evolution of forests and forest 
policy. Summing up, Janez Potočnik stated that a more strategic approach to European Forests, 
forestry and forest-based solutions is needed. 

The webinar was attended by 172 participants. The participants represented forest industry and forest 
owners (24), other stakeholders/ NGOs (37), research organizations (62), countries (17) and international 
organizations (23, incl. participants from EFI). The event has been followed via video recording by 183 
people by the end of 2020. 

 

Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy (27 October) 

The ThinkForest webinar organised on 27 October focused on how the media, science and stakeholder 
groups shape the political and general public’s perceptions of forests and the forest bioeconomy. Tom 
Heap, BBC News Rural Affairs correspondent, pointed out that the narrative has changed from the 
haunted forests of the past to forests which are now disturbed by human actions. The public care hugely 
about forest losses in their countries, and this strong media narrative of ‘forests in peril’ makes things 
difficult for productive forestry and the bioeconomy. 

Both Christopher Raymond, an IPBES lead author, and Göran Berndes, and IPCC lead author, reflected on 
the role of scientists and international science-based panels play in shaping public perceptions. 
Collaborating  across disciplines is vital, and here panels like IPCC and IBPES can help to produce a coherent 
perspective, providing summaries for policymakers and soundbites for media which are underpinned with 
a huge amount of science. These can be quickly disseminated, and lead to societal and political discussion. 

The importance of communications was also highlighted from the policymaker perspective, when shaping 
policy agendas. Terhi Lehtonen, State Secretary for Climate and Environment in Finland, spoke about the 
recent actions the Finnish Government has taken to combine different forest needs in policy. Maria Patek, 
from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and Tourism, Austria, said that communication with 
stakeholders was key to gain trust and enhance collaboration both inside and outside the sector. 

Lea Ranacher from Wood K Plus presented the results of the EFI metastudy, which reviews and 
summarises studies from the last decade to give a European-level perspective on public attitudes to 
forests and forest bioeconomy. The study team’s analysis showed that forest ecosystem services are 
highly valued, with environmental benefits seen as more important than social and economic ones.  
Although wood products are perceived as environmentally friendly, there’s little awareness of new wood-
based products. 
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Panel on science and interest groups shaping public perception on forests during the ThinkForest webinar held on 27 October. 
Kai Lintunen (UNECE/FAO Forest Communicators’ Network) moderated the panel including Göran Berndes (Chalmers University 
of Technology), Linde Zuideman (FERN) and Silvia Melegari (CEI-Bois and EOS) 

 

From a stakeholder perspective, Silvia Melegari from CEI-Bois & EOS commented on the difficulty of 
showing the public the added value of forests. Linde Zuidema from FERN commented that wood is seen 
as a sustainable raw material but that the general public already understands that wood products are not 
necessarily sustainable products. Summing up, ThinkForest President Janez Potočnik, commented that 
the public is quite environmentally conscious, as can be seen from the EFI study, but acts and reacts 
intuitively due to a lack of information. A precondition for the bioeconomy to be acceptable for the public 
is that it is sustainable and contributing to sustainability efforts. This does not happen automatically – 
trust will be needed as well as explaining with science to the public and media. 
 
Out of all 167 webinar participants, 16 were country representatives, 30 represented forest industry and 
forest owners, 39 NGOs and other stakeholder groups, 57 were from research organisations and 17 from 
international organisations (incl. EFI). The webinar was recorded, and it has been followed via video 
recording by 171 people by the end of 2020. 

 
 
China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy (9 December) 
 
The fourth ThinkForest webinar held in 2020 focused on the potential challenges, possibilities and policy 
implications for future European-China forest-based bioeconomy development. To start, ThinkForest 
President Janez Potočnik reminded the audience that future economic development depends on how we 
take care of our environment and resources, and that the circular bioeconomy can decouple economic 
development from resource use and environmental impacts while delivering the SDGs. EU-China relations 
are of great relevance in that context. 
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Esko Aho, the former Prime Minister of Finland went through five priority areas which should be 
addressed in successful cooperation between the EU and China. These include: i) more funding to R&D ii) 
joint university programmes between EU and China for creation of a common knowledge base and 
education iii) innovations and risk investments for circular bioeconomy iv) joint efforts in regulations and 
global standards for circular bioeconomy and v) consumer commitment i.e. that new solutions and 
products have access to markets and become a part of citizens daily life. 
 

 
Maarit Kallio (Norwegian University of Life Sciences) presenting new From Science to Policy publication on China-Europe Forest 

Bioeconomy: Assessment and Outlook during ThinkForest webinar on 9 December. 
 

Professor Maarit Kallio, Norwegian University of Life Sciences, presented the results of the EFI study, 
which provides the first systematic assessment of the potential challenges, possibilities for the future and 
policy implications for Europe-China forest-based bioeconomy development. She pointed out that as 
biomass resources are limited, China and EU should cooperate to increase the quantity and quality of the 
biomass recourses and to use the existing resources more smartly. She said that China’s climate goals and 
environmental policies provide business opportunities also for EU-based industries. The China-EU bilateral 
investment agreement negotiations that started in 2013 to ensure equal rights, obligations and access to 
respective markets to investors, should finally be concluded. 
 
During the panel discussion led by Kerry Brown, Director, Lau China Institute, King’s College London, 
panellists tackled the practical aspects of China-Europe bioeconomy cooperation, and looked at what 
should be done to accelerate progress. The panellists agreed that raising public awareness and education 
at all levels about the circular bioeconomy is important. While exchange and joint university programmes 
are needed to ensure R&D, we should not forget about practical skills at businesses, as industries are 
inevitably also affected by, and motors of, the developing bioeconomy. 
 
ThinkForest webinar was attended by 99 participants. They represented countries (11), forest industry 
and forest owners (7), NGOs/ other stakeholder groups (20), research (44) and international organisations 
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(13, incl. participants from EFI). The webinar was recorded and recording was added to the EFI YouTube 
channel in December. It has been watched by 48 people by the end of December 2020. 
 

2.3. Other outputs  

2.3.1. Online activities   

 

The EFI website is an important tool in MDTF communication activities, as it acts as a central, easily 
accessible source of information about policy support activities. The website aggregates content from and 
signposts users to all other channels, but is also the place where a lasting and easily accessible ‘footprint’ 
of MDTF-supported outputs is created, making it available to policy makers for future reference. 
 
In December 2020, the EFI website underwent a refit, with changes to both the design and navigation.  
The changes were driven by a user-centred and data-oriented (Google Analytics) approach, and bring four 
clear pathways to information for users: Science & policy; Research; Members; and Media.  
 
Essentially the EFI website content remains the same, and has just been reorganised, with a simpler 
structure and menu, and a cleaner and simpler design.  
 
For users looking for information about MDTF activities, there are now clear routes: 
 

1. Via Science and Policy landing page  
 

https://efi.int/scienceandpolicy
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2. Via Policy Support Facility page 

 

There are also new opportunities for featuring policy support material in the news/events/publications 

and slideshow featured on the EFI homepage (www.efi.int).  

ThinkForest activities are promoted via a dedicated page, (www.efi.int/policysupport/thinkforest), and 

each new event has its own dedicated subpage, including mini-biographies of key speakers, programme, 

background information etc. This is updated after each event to include relevant news releases, photos, 

presentations and videos. 

https://efi.int/policysupport/
http://www.efi.int/
http://www.efi.int/policysupport/thinkforest
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All MDTF publications are deposited in the site-wide Publications Bank (www.efi.int/publications-bank). 

 

VIDEOS 

In 2020, all four ThinkForest events were accessed as webinars. The webinar recordings were made 
available afterwards via the EFI YouTube channel, giving a lasting record of ThinkForest discussions.  
 

 

 

Event Recording views 
2020 

ThinkForest webinar: China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy  
(Dec) 

 
48 

ThinkForest webinar: Public perception of forests and bioeconomy 
(Oct) 

 
171 

ThinkForest: European Forest Policy Post-2020 
(Sept) 

 
183 

ThinkForest: Science insights to the European Green Deal and forests 
(May) 

 
939 

 
For the September ThinkForest webinar on European Forest Policy Post-2020, a video was produced.   
“Reimagining our world: Transforming the economy”, saw EFI Director Marc Palahí speaking to Felipe 
González (Prime Minister, Spain 1982-96) and Göran Persson (Prime Minister, Sweden, 1996-2006) 
about reimagining our world. Can the current Covid-19 situation be a catalyst for change? 
 
Three versions of the video were made in different lengths. The long version was played during the 
webinar, and the two shorter versions were used on social media.  
 

 Recording views 
2020 

Reimagining our world: Transforming the economy (full length) 579 

Reimagining our world: Göran Persson on the Green Deal and the future of 
rural areas (short) 

208 

Reimagining our world: the future role of rural areas (short) 84 

http://www.efi.int/publications-bank
https://youtu.be/eusu9TeCrg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWD8Im9vok8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfPFHVagpAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNu7pdrHDus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyvsqF8X2QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhtFhOgahWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhtFhOgahWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVStWafpTYE
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

During 2020, MDTF-funded policy support work was promoted via EFI’s social media channels, to reach 
a geographically widespread audience.  
 

Social media channel Number of 
followers 

(31 Dec 2020) 

Number of 
followers 

(31 Dec 2019) 

Number of 
followers 

(31 Dec 2018) 

Twitter (main EFI 
account) 

10,300 8,853 7,431 

Facebook 8,141 7,812 6,515 

LinkedIn 11,450 8,349 5,529 

YouTube 1,210 911 731 subscribers 

 
Effort again focused on Twitter, which is used professionally by the policy maker audience. Tweets were 
broadcast from each of the 2020 ThinkForest webinars, with good social media conversations and 
interactions. During 2020, there were 1,585 tweets from the main EFI Twitter account, which gained over 
1,440 new followers. The messages were also amplified by EFI’s other Twitter accounts, and across EFI’s 
other social media channels, where the audience is also rapidly increasing (especially on LinkedIn).   

 

Enlarging the MDTF 

The MDTF started in January 2015 with 8 countries: Austria, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Norway and Sweden. In 2016 Spain joined, in 2017 the Czech Republic and in 2018 Lithuania. However, at 
the end of 2018, France stepped down from the MDTF. 
  
Currently Central-, Northern-, Southern and Eastern Europe are all represented in the MDTF. During 2020, 
active efforts to engage more European countries to MDTF were taken by the EFI Director and Assistant 
Director, in particular, Poland, Slovenia and the UK.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.twitter.com/europeanforest
http://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Forest-Institute-EFI/146786162041660
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-forest-institute
https://www.youtube.com/user/EuropeanForest
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3. Impacts  

In general, the EFI MDTF Policy Support work has during 2020 received very positive feedback and it has 
reached a wide audience. The impact indicators given in this Report show a robust continuation of MDTF 
activities impact (see Appendix). Unlike in past years, in 2020 due to COVID19 it was not possible to receive 
direct feed-back on the activities in the ThinkForest networking events, nor in the face-to-face meetings 
with the policy-makers, stakeholders, etc. However, the numerous requests for expert presentations or 
statements based on the MDTF work support the conclusion that the work has been very much valued. 
Besides the information reported below, during meetings and discussions that EFI’s Director, Assistant 
Director and Brussel’s Liaison Officer had during 2020 with European Parliament MEPs, European 
Commission staff, national ministries and stakeholders, very positive feedback was given for the MDTF 
policy support work. In summary, the work has been very well received and pointed that it is a unique and 
needed platform for pan-European forest-based sector science-policy work.   
 

3.1 Downloads  

Previously, all MDTF publications have been available in printed and online formats. However, in 2020, 

no copies of publications were printed due to COVID19. 

The electronic copies of these studies again proved very popular. Included in the table below are details 

of downloads of all major MDTF publications produced to date (2015 onwards) from the EFI website. 

This is of course a snapshot of one segment of usage, as the publications are also available in e.g., 

ResearchGate, authors’ institutional repositories, organisations’ own libraries etc. 

 
 

Title Publication 
date 

No of 
electronic 

copies 
downloaded 

2020* 

DOI 
resolutions** 

 

Lifetime copies 
downloaded 

FSTP11 (China-Europe 
bioeconomy) 

Dec 2020 128 248 128 

K2A03 (Public perception) Oct 2020 356 747 
 

356 

FSTP10 (Forest governance) April 2020 553 781 
 

553 

FSTP9 (Plantation forests) Dec 2019 427 303 532 
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FSTP8 (Bark beetles) 
(EN, CZ) 

Apr 2019 318 
 

406 4822 

FSTP 7 (Substitution effects of 
wood-based products) 

Nov 2018 314 398 
 

4659 
 

FSTP 6 (Climate-Smart 
Forestry) 

Mar 2018 189 
 

75 3403 

WSCTU 8 (Forest-based 
bioeconomy), plus Summary 

Dec 2017 215 
 
 

n/a 8390 

FSTP 5 (Circular bioeconomy) 
(EN, CN, RU) 

Oct 2017 156 376 7225 
 

FSTP 5 Summaries 
(EN, FR, DE, IT, ES, CN, RU) 

Nov 2017-
Apr 18 

91 n/a 4019 

WSCTU 7 (Natura 2000) plus 
Summary 

Sept 2017 85 
 

n/a 4161 

FSTP 4 (Forest bioeconomy 
indicators) 

Nov 2016 69 69 8347 
 

FSTP 3 (Forest biomass, 
carbon neutrality) 

Oct 2016 232 
 

226 17031 

FSTP 2 (A new role for forests) Dec 2015 78 110 11668 

FSTP 1 (EUTR-FLEGT) Apr 2015 47 27 8808 

* In 2020 we moved to a new system of measurement for online downloads. For full details see Annex, 

online statistics. 

** DOI resolutions: shows the number of people who have clicked on the DOI address for a publication 

 

3.2. Impact and feedback from stakeholders and network  
 
The COVID19 situation in 2020 decreased almost totally the face-to-face meetings with the relevant 
network who participates in and follows MDTF activities. Consequently, the direct responses to the MDTF 
activities were much scarcer relative to the previous years.  
 
The EFI Director had several meetings with His Royal Highness Prince of Wales (HRH), and in those 
meetings discussed also the work based on MDTF publications. Under the patronage of HRH, the Circular 
Bioeconomy Alliance was established in 2020, which the EFI Director coordinates.    
 
The Swedish Embassy in Helsinki together with EFI organised a discussion dinner on 12 February 2020 on 
the European Green Deal and the future of forest policy in the EU. EFI Director Marc Palahí and Assistant 
Director Lauri Hetemäki gave presentations based on MDTF studies. The event was hosted by Ambassador 
Anders Ahnlid, and participants included the former Prime Ministers Esko Aho from Finland and Göran 
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Persson from Sweden, Jennie Nilsson, the Swedish Minister of Rural Affairs, Jari Leppä, the Finnish 
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Krista Mikkonen, the Finnish Minister of Environment and 
representatives from Finnish and Swedish forest sector stakeholders.   
 
The Assistant Director Lauri Hetemäki was invited to give expert statement to the Finnish Parliamentary 
Future Committee on the EU Commission's Communication on the Green Deal. This statement relied 
heavily on the MDTF studies. 
 
In summary, both the direct and indirect impacts of the MDTF work carried out in past years and in 2020 
have had significant impact at a very high level of policy. 
 
ThinkForest webinars  
 
In summary, the events have been considered to be timely and tackling topical issues. In particular, 
participants have appreciated that issues high on the political agenda have been brought to the discussion, 
and additional science-based information has been provided by the publications and ThinkForest 
webinars. ThinkForest webinars have been considered important e.g. by European Parliament and 
European Commission staff and Brussels-based stakeholders. Below are some examples of the comments 
received.  
 
ThinkForest webinar on Science Insights to the European Green Deal and Forests (20 May) 
 
The first-event ThinkForest webinar was well-attended by 313 participants. Out of all participants, 20 were 
country representatives (ministries and embassies). Other main participant groups were researchers (98), 
forest owners and forest industry (51), European Parliament representatives and European Commission 
officials (21) NGOs (14), other stakeholder groups (64) and international organisations (44, incl. 
participants from EFI). The event was recorded and the video has been watched 939 times by the end of 
2020.  Below you’ll find some comments related to this webinar: 
 
Thank you very much for organising the webinar, the presentations were really insightful. Looking 

forward to receive the link to the recording of the webinar to catch up. Also, will you share the slides of 

the presentations? Office of MEP Müller, European Parliament 

Thank you for this opportunity and insight. The webinar was very interesting and helpful. University of 

Coimbra, Research Support Office 

Thank you very much, very good event indeed! Sappi Europe SA, Brussels 

Thank you for the wonderful webinar yesterday, it was a pleasure to listen all speakers, and to get 

clearer picture of the EU Green Deal and Forestry. I would like to ask, is it possible for you to share the 

video of the webinar. Regional Centre for Forestry and Rural Development REFORD, Macedonia  

ThinkForest event on European Forest Policy Post-2020 (22 September) 

The webinar was attended by 172 participants. The participants represented forest industry and forest 
owners (24), other stakeholders/ NGOs (37), research organizations (62), countries (17) and international 
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organizations (23, incl. participants from EFI). The event has been followed via video recording by 183 
people by the end of 2020. A video ‘Reimagining our world: Transforming the economy’ made with EFI 
Director Marc Palahí and former Prime Ministers, Felipe González (Spain) and Göran Persson (Sweden) 
was shown during the webinar. It has reached a good number of viewings also separately; a full length 
version has been watched 579 times by the end of 2020.  
 

Results of the From Science to Policy publication on ‘European forest governance post-2020’ were 

presented in this webinar. 

ThinkForest event on Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy (27 October)  
 
The webinar was followed by 167 participants, and after the event a video recording was watched by an 
additional 171 viewers by end of 2020. A new meta-study on ‘Public perception on forestry and forest-
based bioeconomy in the European Union’ was presented in the webinar. 
 
Out of all 167 webinar participants, 16 were country representatives, 30 represented forest industry and 
forest owners, 39 NGOs and other stakeholder groups, 57 were from research organisations and 17 from 
international organisations (incl. EFI).  

 
ThinkForest event on China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy (9 December) 
 
This ThinkForest webinar gathered 99 participants. Participants represented countries (11), forest 

industry and forest owners (7), NGOs/ other stakeholder groups (20), research (44) and international 

organisations (13, incl. participants from EFI). A recording of the webinar was also made, and added to EFI 

YouTube channel in December. The recording was watched by 48 viewers by the end of 2020. English 

subtitles were added to a Chinese part of the recording (ca. 4 minutes), and a revised version was 

published in mid-January 2021. 

  

A new science-policy study ‘China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy: Outlook and Assessment’ was presented 
at this event. However, since the publication was launched late in 2020 (9 December), it is still too early 
to judge its impact.  
  
After each ThinkForest event, a news release on the event has been published at the EFI website. As a 
follow-up, stakeholders have published news on their own websites (see Table below). 
 

ThinkForest event Number of (web)articles 

Science Insights to the European Green Deal and Forests                             4 

European Forest Policy Post-2020 3 

Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy 2 

China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy 1 

https://www.efi.int/articles/study-analyses-contribution-wood-products-climate-change-mitigation
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The detailed information is available in Table 4. 

 

3.3. Expert presentations, statements and hearings                                 

 
Two EFI From Science to Policy –series studies and one Knowledge to Action study were published during 
2020. The authors of the studies, and the Chief Editor of the publications, have presented the study results 
in various forums. However, since the FSTP no. 11 was published very late in the year (9 December), there 
were only a few presentations on it.   
 
Below, is a summary of the presentations, expert statements and hearings held in various policy and 
science-policy forums. In 2020, 18 presentations were held. 
 

Publication Presenter / event  

“Climate-Smart 
Forestry: 
mitigation 
impacts in three 
European 
regions”, FSTP 6  

(Published 
March 2018) 

 

 

1. Mauser, H., Towards Climate Smart Forestry. European Bioenergy Future 
2020, Webinar 19 November 2020, Keynote. 

2. Nabuurs, G.-J., Invited talk at EU Green Week, Bioenergy session. ‘Role of 
European forests in providing sustainable wood biomass in the future’, 19 
Oct. 2020, Webinar  

3. Mauser, H., Forest Biomass and EU Policies. BIO4ECO - Final Conference, 
Webinar, 17 September 2020, invited presentation. 

4. Nabuurs, G.-J., Invited talk at Shell- State Forest Service meeting on 
assessing the carbon effects of forest restoration. Almere, Netherlands, 11 
Sept. 2020  

5. Nabuurs, G.-J., Invited keynote at EFI webinar ‘Climate-smart forestry in the 
Green deal’. 20 May 2020 

6. Mauser, H., Consequences of Climate Change on European Forests. 
Bioenergy Europe - Wood Chips Working Group, Webinar, 15 April 2020, 
invited presentation. 

7. Nabuurs, G.-J-, Invited key note ‘climate smart forestry’ at the Conference 
Governing and managing forests for multiple ecosystem services across the 
globe reservation, Bonn, 26 Febr. 2020 

8. Nabuurs, G.-J., Forest and Biodiversity conference.‘Necessity and use of 
forest information in Europe’, Berlaymont, Brussels, 4 Febr. 2020 

9. Nabuurs, G.-J. Invited talk ‘Dutch forest climate policies’ National climate 
action conference, den Bosch, 3 Dec. 2019 

10. Nabuurs, G.-J. Invited keynote at Thinktank of Mondi-IUFRO event on future 
wood supply from Europe, 26 Nov. 2019 

11. Nabuurs, G.-J. Hardwood supply in future. Invited presentation at Int 
Hardwood conference, Berlin, 21 Nov. 2019 

12. Nabuurs, G.-J.: Wood supply in future from EU forests. Invited keynote at 
Raw Materials week, Brussels, 18 Nov. 2019 

13. Mauser, H.: What is Climate Smart Forestry?, PEFC EU Policy Seminar 26 
Sep. 2019, Brussels 

14. Nabuurs, G.-J. Keynote ‘Climate-Smart Forestry’ at CLIMO Cost action, 
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Tatras, Slovakia, 8 Sep. 2019 
15. Nabuurs, G.-J. Invited talk ‘European forest policy in the frame of bioenergy- 

IEA workshop, Athens, Georgia, USA, 1-3 May 2019 
16. Nabuurs, G.-J. Invited talk ‘Role of European forest management’ at Global 

Carbon project meeting RECCAPP2, Gotemba, Japan, 19-23 March 2019 
17. Nabuurs, G.-J. Invited lecture at the science seminar of VERIFY H2020 

project ‘Impact of forest management on European Forests’ carbon balance’ 
Reading ECMWF, 13 March 2019 

18. Nabuurs, G-J. Invited talk at Green Deal Sustainable Forest Products: 
‘Chances for sustainable forestry from climate point of view’. Ridderkerk 
Netherlands. 27 Nov 2018  

19. Nabuurs, G-J. Invited talk Prince Edward Island University (UPEI). Sustainable 
forestry practices for PEI: compatible ideas from Europe. 18 Nov 2018 

20. Nabuurs, G-J. Invited talk at Universite Laval Quebec. European forests: 
challenges in meeting climate mitigation goals. 15 Nov. 2018 

21. Nabuurs, G-J. Purdue University, Lafayette, IN, USA. Invited talk: European 
forests issues under climate change.  12 Nov 2018 

22. Nabuurs, G-J. IEA Task 43. Invited lecture ‘Role of European forests in 
provision of biomass under LULUCF Forest Reference level’. Uppsala. 30 
August 2018.  

23. Nabuurs, G-J. Invited Key note at Royal Swedish Academy, Stockholm. ‘A 
principle choice – manage forest for wood production or leave it as a carbon 
sink’.  12 March 2018 

24. Nabuurs, G-J. Invited keynote at KNAW symposium. ‘Multi functionality in 
European Forests – the EASAC report’. 19 February 2018 

25. Nabuurs, G-J. Invited talk at European Parliament: ‘Bioenergy policy post 
2020. Can Europe’s forests supply sustainably under climate smart forestry?’ 
Organised by Skogs- industrierna, Brussels, 9 Jan. 2018 
 

“Substitution 
effects of wood-
based products 
in climate 
mitigation”, 
FSTP 7 

 (Published,  
Dec. 2018)  

 

1. Hans Verkerk & Mariana Hassegawa. FORESIGHT: Forest renewables 
replacing fossil-based and GHG-intensive products. Annual meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-based Industries, organized by 
FAO. 31 March 2020, online 

2. Leskinen, P, Climate change mitigation as driver towards bioeconomy, 
Barents Forest Forum, Umeå 16.10.2019, Keynote. 

3. Leskinen, P, The role of wood-based products in climate change 
mitigation, Koli Forum, Koli, 9.10.2019, invited presentation. 

4. Leskinen, P, Forests in climate change mitigation and sustainable 
bioeconomy, Forum Wood Building Nordic, Helsinki, 27.9.2019, Keynote. 

5. Hans Verkerk, Pekka Leskinen, Giuseppe Cardellini, Elias Hurmekoski, 
Roger Sathre, Jyri Seppälä, Carolyn Smyth & Mariana Hassegawa. 
Substitution effects of wood-based products in climate change mitigation. 
Poster presented at the XXV IUFRO World Congress, 25.9.2019, Curitiba, 
Brazil 

6. Hans Verkerk, Climate-Smart Forestry: the missing link. CMCC-EFI webinar: 
Forests: solutions and perspectives to fight climate change, 21 March 
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2019. 
7. Hans Verkerk, European forest under climate change and Climate-Smart 

Forestry, YLP Eurasia, Joensuu, 11 March 2019. 
8. Leskinen, Pekka. Invited talk on Forest bioeconomy in climate change 

mitigation at World Resources Forum. Antwerp, Belgium. 26 February 
2019 

9. Verkerk, H. Climate Smart Forestry, BioMonitor and other outlook activities 
at EFI. Workshop on Exchange of Experiences in Forest Sector Outlook Studies 
and Related Work, Koli, Finland. 14 February 2019 

10. Verkerk, H. 2018. Mitigating climate change through Climate-Smart 
Forestry. FORMASAM kick-off meeting, 12-14 November 2018, 
Wageningen.  

“Living with 
bark beetles: 
impacts, outlook 
and 
management 
options”, FSTP 8 

(Published, April 
2019) 

1. Presentation “Current bark beetle outbreaks in Central Europe – Causes, 
impacts and future developments”. COFFI 2020, the 78th session of the ECE 
Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry. 5.11.2020 

2. Hlásny, T., Presentation of the report at the meeting of the Slovak Academy 
of Agriculture Sciences, Zvolen, Slovakia, 17.11.2019  

3. Hlásny, T., Presentation of the report at the Wood Forum (Virkenforum), 
Stockholm, Sweden, 11.9.2019 

4. Hlásny, T., Two interviews with Swedish journalist, 11.9.2019, 
https://www.landskogsbruk.se/skog/all-avverkning-koncentreras-till-dod-
skog-i-tjeckien/?fbclid=IwAR34PcGU5IWIJNDE6kI-l0dSHTokZ07zk_oXifW-
efl8FbDcStV7c_jCXSk 

5. Svoboda, M., Presentation of the report in the FECOF meeting, Prague, 
Czech Republic, 20.10.2019 

6. Hlásny, T. Presentation of the report at the General Assembly of the 
European Organization of the Sawmill Industry, Vienna, Austria, 18.6.2019  

7. Hlásny, T., Presentation of the report in the meeting with senators in the 
Czech Parlament, Prague, Czech Republic, 10.6.2019  

8. Hlásny, T., Input to the Czech TV, Prague, Czech Republic, 4.4.2019 
9. Hlásny, T., Presentation of the report at SURE project meeting, Prague, 

Czech Republic, 3.4. 2019 
 

“Plantation 
forests in 
Europe: 
challenges and 
opportunities” 
FSTP 9 

(Published, Dec. 
2019) 

1. Freer-Smith P. US Forest Service Forests and Fire Ecology Lecture series 12    
March 2020 Invited talk title: Forest Land Use and Management Strategies to 
deliver European Climate and Bioeconomy Policies’ 

2. Freer-Smith, P., Presentation of the preliminary results of the study at the EFI 
Annual Conference Scientific seminar, Aberdeen, UK, 19.9.2019 

 

“Forest policy 
governance 
post-2020” 
FSTP10 

1. Wolfslehner B. Europäische Waldpolitik nach 2020. Webinar Austrian Forest 
Dialogue. 30.11.2020 

https://www.landskogsbruk.se/skog/all-avverkning-koncentreras-till-dod-skog-i-tjeckien/?fbclid=IwAR34PcGU5IWIJNDE6kI-l0dSHTokZ07zk_oXifW-efl8FbDcStV7c_jCXSk
https://www.landskogsbruk.se/skog/all-avverkning-koncentreras-till-dod-skog-i-tjeckien/?fbclid=IwAR34PcGU5IWIJNDE6kI-l0dSHTokZ07zk_oXifW-efl8FbDcStV7c_jCXSk
https://www.landskogsbruk.se/skog/all-avverkning-koncentreras-till-dod-skog-i-tjeckien/?fbclid=IwAR34PcGU5IWIJNDE6kI-l0dSHTokZ07zk_oXifW-efl8FbDcStV7c_jCXSk
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(Published, April 
2020) 

“Public 
perception of 
forests and 
forest-based 
bioeconomy in 
European 
Union” K2A 3 
(Published, Oct. 
2020) 

1. Ranacher, Lea, Contested Society-Nature-Relations – Forest-related Emotions, 
Practices and Conflicts in Times of Societal Change, International 
Multidisciplinary Workshop, 24-25 November 2020, Jena, Germany (postponed 
to 2021) 

 

“China-Europe 
Forest 
Bioeconomy: 
Assessment and 
Outlook” 
(Published in 
Dec. 2020) 

 
1. Xiaoqian Chen. Develop China’s Domestic Timber Production Capacity 

Sustainably, Online meeting of “Sustainable Management Forest Resources 
in China”, Beijing, 9 January 2021 

2. Xiaoqian Chen. Forestry Bioeconomy Policy and Market in China, “Green 
Growth in Forest Sector”, Beijing, World Economic Forum, Beijing office 
Beijing, 16, Oct. 2020 

3. Xiaoqian Chen.   Green Development in China, “Youth Forum of Green and 
sustainable development in Asia Pacific”, Beijing, 10 December 2019 

4. Xiaoqian Chen. Forest Bioeconomy in China, “China-Europe Forest 
Bioeconomy” seminar, Embassy of Finland Residence, Beijing, 14 November 
2019 

5. Xiaoqian Chen. Presentation of the preliminary results of the study at the 
EFI Annual Conference Scientific seminar, Aberdeen, UK, 19.9.2019 

 

 

Presentations 
based on 
several MDTF 
studies  

 

 

 
1. Lauri Hetemäki. What changes are expected in forestry at European level?, 

Forest Sector Conference 2020 “Climate, Future, Forests”, 22 January 2020, 
University of Latvia, The House of Nature, Riga. 

2. Lauri Hetemäki. The Green Deal and the EU Forest policies, Sweden’s 
Embassy in Helsinki, 12 February 2020. 

3. Lauri Hetemäki. Expert statement to the Finnish Parliamentary Future 
Committee on the EU Commission's Communication on the Green Deal. 17 
April 2020. 

4. Lauri Hetemäki. Circular Bioeconomy: introduction and a forest perspective. 
NOVA Course Lecture, University of Helsinki, 8 April 2020. 

5. Lauri Hetemäki. Dynamics of the bioeconomy market with focus on wood. 
CIFOR-ICRAF Workshop “Delivering a forest-based circular bio-economy”, 10 
December 2020. 
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3.4. Media impacts  

 
There was active contact with the media during 2020, with news items/press releases and invitations to 
ThinkForest events.  
 
11 press releases/news items were published in 2020 on the EFI website. In 2020, we also made use of 
the EFI blog, posting three blog posts on timely, relevant topics. These were well-received, with, for 
example the March 2020 post on the EU Green Deal and bioeconomy being viewed over 10,000 times 
over the course of 2020. 
 
09.12.2020 Five priorities for EU-China bioeconomy development 
09.12.2020 New study assesses future Europe-China forest bioeconomy development 
28.10.2020 Communication key to shaping public understanding of forest bioeconomy 
27.10.2020 New study analyses public perceptions of forestry and bioeconomy 
22.10.2020 We are seeking an Assistant Director for Policy Support 
23.09.2020 Strategic and holistic approach to European forest policy needed 
10.06.2020 Circular bioeconomy – the oldest concept on planet earth (EFI blog, Janez Potocnik) 
29.04.2020 A new era of forest policymaking 
22.04.2020 Green Deal needs forest bioeconomy 
15.04.2020 Climate Smart Forestry: the missing link 
02.04.2020 Seeing the wood in the forests (EFI blog, Lauri Hetemäki, Marc Palahí, Robert Nasi) 
20.03.2020 Bioeconomy: the missing link to connect the dots in the EU Green Deal (EFI blog, Marc  
                     Palahí, Lauri Hetemäki, Janez Potocnik) 
20.03.2020 Bioeconomy: the missing link to connect the dots in the EU Green Deal 
13.02.2020 EFI facilitates high-level Green Deal discussions 
 
Media invitations 
Press invitations were distributed by email, using an off-the-shelf system, Meltwater. This allows you to 
create distribution lists based on country and the journalist’s ‘beat’ (area of specialism), and to monitor 
whether each invitation has been opened.   
 
Meltwater covers all journalists in the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, USA. In addition, a separate in-
house list of Brussels-based correspondents is used; this was updated in summer 2020. 
 

Event Mail
ing 
list 
size 

Press 
invitation 
to event          
(% read) 

Media 
attendance 
at live event 

Media articles 

ThinkForest: China-Europe Forest 
Bioeconomy, 9 December 2020 

360 21% 3 0 

https://efi.int/articles/five-priorities-eu-china-bioeconomy-development
https://efi.int/articles/new-study-assesses-future-europe-china-forest-bioeconomy-development
https://efi.int/articles/communication-key-shaping-public-understanding-forest-bioeconomy
https://efi.int/publications/new-study-analyses-public-perceptions-forestry-and-bioeconomy-2020-10-27
https://efi.int/news/we-are-seeking-assistant-director-policy-support-2020-10-22
https://efi.int/articles/strategic-and-holistic-approach-european-forest-policy-needed
https://blog.efi.int/circular-bioeconomy-the-oldest-concept-on-planet-earth/
https://efi.int/news/new-era-forest-policymaking-2020-04-29
https://efi.int/articles/green-deal-needs-forest-bioeconomy
https://efi.int/news/climate-smart-forestry-missing-link-2020-04-15
https://blog.efi.int/seeing-the-wood-in-the-forests/
https://blog.efi.int/bioeconomy-the-missing-link-to-connect-the-dots-in-the-eu-green-deal/
https://efi.int/articles/bioeconomy-missing-link-connect-dots-eu-green-deal
https://efi.int/news/efi-facilitates-high-level-green-deal-discussions-2020-02-13
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ThinkForest: Public Perception on 
Forests and Bioeconomy, 27 
October 2020 

801 17% 3 1 

ThinkForest: European Forest Policy 
Post-2020, 22 September 2020 

596 18% 4 1 

ThinkForest: Science Insights to 
European Green Deal and Forests, 
20 May 2020 

269 26% 0 4 

 
Media attendance and immediate coverage of live events is often limited, with journalists mostly using 
events as an opportunity to gain background information on a subject. Journalists also watch the 
recording afterwards, although this is only possible to validate anecdotally.  
 
For example, in June 2020 we had an approach from a Politico journalist, who was following up on issues 
discussed in the ThinkForest May Green Deal webinar, having watched the recording. This led to a major 
article in Politico.eu  
 
Journalist questions in webinar 
The ThinkForest webinar on Public Perception in October 2020 trialled a new opportunity, with selected 
journalists invited to ask questions during the programme. Borut Tavčar, Specialized Journalist in 
Environment, Energy and Mobility, from Delo (Slovenian national daily newspaper), participated in this 
event. This led to later coverage in his home newspaper. 
 
Media coverage 
Post-event media coverage and ongoing media monitoring was also carried out via the Meltwater system. 
For more information see Annex Table 5. 
 

Sound Reporting Co-Lab media bootcamp 

The Sound Reporting Co-Lab was a 6-month media support programme from EFI’s Lookout Station that 

took place in 2019 to help journalists produce sound-based stories around climate change impacts on 

forests, biodiversity and local communities. This project was supported by the MDTF with 7,000 euros in 

2019. Several pieces have now been produced by the journalists involved in the programme: 

Follow up articles from Sound Reporting Co-Lab, July 2019, Poland 

Czech Radio, 
13.07.2019 

Czech Republic Kácet, nebo nezasahovat? 
Dilema v boji s kůrovcem 
rozděluje Poláky pečující o 
nejvzácnější evropský 
prales 

https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-
nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-
kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-
7982516  

Thomson Reuters 
Foundation 
12.01.2020 

International Bark beetles threaten 
forests as heat rises 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v
=2378148632495438  

Riff Reporters 
25.03.2020 

Germany Europäischer Urwald in 
Białowieża – Streit um 
einen Naturschatz 

https://www.riffreporter.de/flugbegle
iter-koralle/weltnaturerbe-bialowieza/  

https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://www.delo.si/novice/okolje/gozdovi-in-gozdarstvo-so-mocno-ogrozeni/
https://thelookoutstation.com/projects/sound-reporting-co-lab-media-support-initiative-sound-and-science-based-storytelling
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2378148632495438
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2378148632495438
https://www.riffreporter.de/flugbegleiter-koralle/weltnaturerbe-bialowieza/
https://www.riffreporter.de/flugbegleiter-koralle/weltnaturerbe-bialowieza/
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4. Reporting of expenses  

4.1 Background 

The general background principle for reporting of the funding and budgeting of the MDTF for 2020 is given 

here. Due to the time lag between closing of the accounts, as of 11 February 2021 (time of writing this) 

the financial accounts for EFI 2020 have not yet been closed. 

4.2 Expenditures by cost category 

In 2020 the MDTF funded partial salaries of the Assistant Director managing the MDTF, Communication 
Officer responsible for the administration and event organisation, Administrative Officer responsible for 
administrative procedures (e.g. contracting) of MDTF SC, Head of Communications responsible for the 
MDTF communication, and Brussels Liaison Officer supporting the dissemination and increasing the 
impact of the MDTF work and networking in Brussels (all positions partly funded by MDTF). These salary 
costs were linked to the general management, planning, administration, communication, networking, and 
coordination of the MDTF work. All the other salaries paid from MDTF to EFI staff were related directly to 
specific policy support activities and Work Packages.   
 
Besides the salaries, expenses related to the expenditure categories listed under the MDTF Guidelines 
(shown also in Chapter 1.2) were covered by the MDTF funds.   
  
According to MDTF Guidelines, 13% is allocated to overheads (indirect costs). Compared to common 
practices, this is a very low share. For example, in European Commission Horizon 2020 overheads is 25% 
for research and innovation projects. Indeed, in the MDTF case, the 13% overheads can be viewed to 
cover the usage of EFI brand, some of the EFI staff costs (e.g., Director’s work input, ad hoc and small 
administration work input), maintenance of administration software (e.g. budgeting software), office rent 
and office maintenance costs, etc. The staff costs related to the MDTF activities (e.g., coordination, 
management, administration, EFI lawyer costs related to subcontracting and country agreements, 
working for the publications and ThinkForest webinars) are reported under MDTF salaries, not overheads.  
 
The activities under MDTF have been organized for administrative and cost following purposes under 
Work Packages (WP). In 2019, costs were related to following WPs:   

1. FPS Multi-Donor Trust Fund General 

2. FPS MDTF WP4: Europe post-2020 

3. FPS MDTF WP5: Afforestation and plantation 

4. FPS MDTF WP6: Bark beetle 

5. FPS MDTF WP7: China-Europe forest bioeconomy 

6. FPS MDTF WP9: Public perception on forests 

7. FPS MDTF WP10: Science insights to Green Deal 

8. FPS MDTF WP11: European Forest Facts 
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5. Current and emerging forest-related policy issues and trends in Europe 

According to the MDTF Guidelines “EFI will provide on a yearly basis a broad overview (summary) of the 

current and emerging European forest-related policy issues and trends”. This chapter seeks to fulfil this 

objective.  

In the Annual Report 2019, this Chapter discussed broadly the general EU policy framework in the context 

of it addressing the global and European grand challenges. Here, we will be more focused and address in 

particular the climate issue. In November 2021, the UN climate conference will take place in Glasgow1, 

and the European Commission is expected to come with the new proposal on land use, land-use change, 

and forestry (LULUCF) regulation. However, when discussing the climate issue, it is very important to bear 

in mind its connections to broader issues, including biodiversity. Climate change and biodiversity are 

interconnected in many ways, and should also be addressed simultaneously. Indeed, in May 2021 the UN 

Biodiversity Conference takes place in China2, and the new EU Biodiversity Strategy published in May 2020 

will be in the implementation stage. This chapter also reflects on the climate issue in the larger planetary 

boundaries context. Finally, the Chapter analyses the role of the EU forest-based sector in reaching EU 

carbon neutrality by 2050.  In this context, it also reflects on the LULUCF regulation as part of the larger 

climate change mitigation objective.    

 

5.1 The Period of Wakening to Planetary Boundaries 

Humans have a tendency to see the times they are living in as periods of exceptional change, something 

that is historically very different from the past. Globalization and the spread of the internet at the turn of 

the century, and financial crises in 2008-2010 are two such recent examples. In hindsight, they changed 

significantly many things, and indeed could perhaps be seen as exceptional periods. Currently, we seem 

to face yet another major periodic structural change, one that seems to be even more significant than the 

two we have already experienced in this century. Here, we label it as “the period of wakening to planetary 

boundaries”. This period has its roots in scientists’ warnings, and manifests itself in increasing societal 

awareness of environmental concerns, and new international and national policy agendas directed to 

these. Time will show how significant this period turns out to be, but currently the expectation is that it 

will lead to systemic changes in our society, rather than only fine tuning.  

 

‘Planetary boundaries’ is a concept that has been especially introduced by earth system scientists 

(Rockström et al. 2009, Steffen et al. 2015, Otto et al. 2020). They refer to “anthropogenic pressures on 

the Earth System that have reached a scale where abrupt global environmental change can no longer be 

excluded” (Rockström et al. 2009). Accordingly, they propose a new approach to global sustainability that 

 
1 The UN Climate Change Conference or the UNFCCC 26th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP26), 1-12 
November 2021 in Glasgow, UK. 
2 The UN 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 17 
May 2021 in Kunming, China. 
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defines planetary boundaries within which humanity can be expected to operate safely. Rockström et al. 

(2009) identify 9 planetary boundaries, which include e.g. climate change and biodiversity, and argue that 

transgressing one or more planetary boundaries “may be even catastrophic due to the risk of crossing 

thresholds that will trigger non-linear, abrupt environmental change within continental- to planetary-

scale systems”. Moreover, according to Otto et al. (2020) “Accelerated technological progress and policy 

implementations are required to deliver emissions reductions at rates sufficiently fast to avoid crossing 

dangerous tipping points in the Earth’s climate.” Scientists and experts are also making suggestions for 

policy actions to avoid the “tipping points”. Palahí et al. (2020) develop a 10-point Action Plan on how to 

respond to these challenges. The forest-based sector is also seen to have an important role in helping to 

contribute to the solution (Hetemäki et al. 2017, Palahí et al. 2020).  

 

The above type of rhetoric of “tipping-points” and warnings is reminiscent of the “limits-to-growth” 

debate of the 1970s. However, the limits-to-growth discussion emphasized the quantity of growth and 

limits of the quantity of natural resources, whereas the planetary boundaries discussion puts emphasis 

on quality of growth and environmentally sustainable use of natural resources (and the need for circular 

economy and mitigation of climate change, which were not major issues in the 1970s).  

Nevertheless, it appears evident that globally there has been a new type of awakening to environmental 

sustainability. People have reacted with heightened readiness, voiced their worries and taken action on 

climate change and biodiversity issues. In particular the younger generations have become very active on 

these issues and managed to capture media attention and larger societal awareness, and it seems, also 

the politicians. This is evidenced e.g. by Greta Thunberg’s school strike for climate action movement and 

the attention it has created globally. The “biodiversity crisis”, that has loomed for a long time in the 

shadows of climate change discussion, has recently been brought to a new level of societal awareness 

with the COVID19 pandemic in 2020. Scientists have pointed out how these types of zoonotic diseases are 

linked to biodiversity, and why biodiversity loss is likely to make zoonotic diseases more frequent (IBPES 

2020).    

 

Politicians are also wakening with a new degree of seriousness and urgency on climate and biodiversity 

issues. Of course, these are not new to the political agenda, e.g., the Kyoto Protocol international climate 

treaty was adopted already over two decades ago (1997). Similarly, the Rio Conference in 1992 

established the Convention on Biological Diversity. However, it can be argued that understanding the 

importance of the issues and having a sense of urgency to act on them, is at a much stronger political level 

than was the case in the past. Indeed, politicians are not anymore talking about the need to fine tune our 

economies and societies gradually to tackle these issues, but are increasingly calling for systemic and 

urgent changes (e.g., the EU Green Deal). This is partly the result of the fact that the last 20 years have 

witnessed insufficient, or even no action, to seriously change economic and societal structures to be in 

line with the goals of previous agreements. This has itself worsened sustainability development and made 

the rationale for the agreements even more urgent and important than two decades ago. Also, the 

scientific evidence pointing to the serious risks of transgressing the planetary boundaries has become 

stronger and wider. The bulk of the population (voters), at least in the EU, are also starting to be 
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increasingly concerned about the negative impacts of climate change in their every-day life and worry 

about the future. This will inevitably have political consequences.    

 

The “period of wakening to planetary boundaries” can be seen in the Paris Climate Agreement and 

Sustainable Development Goals, which the world’s states agreed on in 2018. Since then, these agreements 

have been the beacons for regional and national strategies and policies, almost everywhere around the 

globe. However, as one would expect, there has been variation in how strongly these agreements have 

been realized in new policy measures. For example, the USA pulled out from the Paris Agreement during 

President Trump’s period in office, whereas the EU aims to implement the main goals via its European 

Green Deal programme launched in December 2019. In general, the trend of putting the environment as 

a major priority on political agendas appears to be becoming stronger in an increasing number of world 

regions, and day-by-day. One of the latest examples is President Xi Jinping’s announcement at the UN 

General Assembly in 2020 to peak China’s emissions before 2030 and strive to reach carbon neutrality 

before 2060. 

 

5.2 Climate Change as the Deciding Phenomenon   

In the planetary boundaries discussion, climate change plays a central role due to its overarching impacts 

on all the other (8) planetary boundaries. For example, climate change critically impacts biodiversity and 

land-use changes. Due to this overarching nature and drastic consequences of climate change, there is no 

question that it is the deciding phenomenon of our times. It shapes the policies, strategies and actions at 

global, continental, national, regional and individual levels.   

 

Moreover, the science fundamentals indicate clearly that greenhouse gases (GHG) caused by humans 

have been the dominant influence on the climate system at least since the 20th century. The IPCC (2018) 

concluded that human-induced warming has exceeded 1°C above pre-industrial levels and continues to 

increase at a rate of 0.2°C per decade. Human-induced warming will exceed 1.5°C around 2040, if this rate 

of increase continues. To avoid this development, 190 countries signed the Paris Agreement (UN 2020). It 

sets out a global framework to avoid dangerous climate change by limiting global warming to well below 

2°C and pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5°C. Although nearly all countries have ratified the Paris Agreement 

(United Nations 2020), the development of global greenhouse emissions has not been according to 

pathways that align to the Paris goal (IEA 2020).  

In order to stop global temperature increasing, global emissions of CO2 gases must be cut to near net-zero 

around mid-century in most 1.5°C scenarios, and around 2075 for 'well-below' 2°C scenarios. In addition, 

net-zero GHG emissions in scenarios must be typically reached around 15 years later than reaching net-

zero CO2 emissions. Both net-zero situations would require large-scale net removal of CO2 from the 

atmosphere because all anthrophonic CO2 emissions and especially non-CO2 emissions could not be 

stopped in the future. Removal of CO2 can be implemented, for example, with the help of afforestation 

and carbon removal technologies such as bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BECCS).   
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5.3 The EU Green Deal and the role of the Forest-Based Sector in climate mitigation 

 

As mentioned above, the EU aims to implement the main goals of the Paris Agreement via the European 

Green Deal (EGD): “…a new growth strategy that aims to transform the EU into a fair and prosperous 

society, with a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy where there are no net emissions of 

greenhouse gases in 2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from resource use. It also aims to 

protect, conserve and enhance the EU's natural capital, and protect the health and well-being of citizens 

from environment-related risks and impacts (European Commission 2019).” In essence, climate change 

mitigation and biodiversity will be at the centre of EU policies in the years to come. 

 

The EGD policy document is in many ways a landmark and represents a new type of thinking in the EC. It 

aims to be a cross-sectoral policy outline affecting all legislative processes of the EC in 2020-2024. The 

EGD acknowledges the need for a systemic transformation, not only piecemeal policy changes, to achieve 

the goals set by the Paris Climate Agreement, Sustainable Development Goals and Convention of 

Biological Diversity. The political importance of the Deal is evident also from the requirement that “All EU 

actions and policies will have to contribute to the European Green Deal objectives“ (EC 2019, p. 3). This 

includes many EU forest sector related areas such as climate policy, biodiversity policy, energy policy, 

forest strategy, industrial policy, etc. The implementation of the strategies and policies proposed in the 

Green Deal will have significant implications for the EU forest sector in the coming decade. The EGD 

introduces a new political narrative and direction by setting a clear focus on climate, sustainability and 

biodiversity conservation for all policy areas.    

 

The main goal of the European Green Deal is for the EU to become the world’s first climate-neutral 

continent. To reach this goal, European greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and sinks should be equal in 

2050. In addition to fossil- and process-based GHG emissions in the EU Emission Trading System (EU ETS) 

and the Effort Sharing (non-ETS), land-based emissions and sinks in the land-use, land-use change and 

forestry (LULUCF) sector are considered as new elements for the EU climate policy. The so-called “no-

debit rule”, a principle applied in EU law for the first time for 2021-2030, requires that GHG emissions 

from the LULUCF sector are compensated by an equivalent absorption of CO2 made possible by additional 

action in this sector (EU 2018). The absorption can be made by carbon sinks in agricultural soils and 

especially forest-related sinks. Thus, the actions of forest owners and farmers to secure carbon stored in 

forests and soils will contribute to achieving the EU’s climate neutral target in 2050. 

 

The EGD well acknowledges many of the potential problems related to forests. Most of its statements 

regarding forests express problems like deforestation, threats to forests and biodiversity, and argue for 

forest and biodiversity restoration and protection. With respect to climate action, forests are mainly 

addressed as a carbon sink. There are hardly any statements on the multiple benefits forests provide to 

society and the benefits which forest-based bioindustry could contribute to a more sustainable and 

climate-neutral society, and to the Sustainable Development Goals. Indeed, Palahí, Hetemäki & Potocnik 

(2020) argue that bioeconomy is the missing link in the EGD. They state that “The bioeconomy, a circular 

economy based on renewable biological resources and sustainable biobased solutions, could certainly 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en


https://www.efi.int/policysupport 38 
 

 

contribute to the Green Deal delivery and would deserve more attention. The bioeconomy can be a 

catalyst for systemic change to tackle holistically the social, economic and environmental aspects 

currently not yet enough coherently addressed.” A sustainably managed forest bioeconomy - 

sustainability not just assumed, but imposed and monitored - could deliver the following EGD objectives.   

 

First, moving towards a carbon neutral EU not only requires moving towards fossil free energy, but also 

to fossil free materials. This means replacing carbon-intense products like plastics, concrete, steel and 

other materials like synthetic textiles. This is not only because of climate change mitigation, but also 

because of other positive environmental impacts. The transformation called for in the EGD is simply not 

possible without using a new range of renewable biobased materials that can replace and environmentally 

outperform carbon-intense materials. This shift also provides an opportunity to modernize and make 

industries more circular. Forest resources, if managed sustainably, are circular by nature and often easier 

to remanufacture. The EGD identifies several sectors like chemicals, textiles, plastics and construction 

which will need new conceptual business models and innovations to become circular and low carbon 

industries. The emerging bioeconomy can be a catalyst for this. Wood, the most versatile biological 

material on earth, can be transformed to nanocellulose, which is five times stronger and lighter than steel. 

The first car made of nanocellulose was unveiled in 2019 in Japan. A new generation of sustainable and 

circular wood-based textiles with much lower carbon footprint than fossil fibres like polyester is now 

possible too (Hurmekoski et al. 2018). Engineered wood products, like CLT elements and modules, are the 

most effective way to reduce the carbon footprint in cities and the construction sector, currently 

dominated by carbon- and resource-intense materials: concrete and steel. 

 

Second, bioeconomy offers an opportunity to address the past failure of the economy to value nature and 

biodiversity. This is because a sustainable bioeconomy needs to place nature and life at the centre of the 

economy. Biological diversity determines the capacity of biological resources to adapt and evolve in a 

changing environment. Biodiversity is therefore a prerequisite for a long-term, sustainable and resilient 

bioeconomy. On the other hand, a sustainable bioeconomy is necessary in the long term to protect 

biodiversity, as new biobased solutions to replace fossil products are crucial to mitigate climate change – 

biodiversity’s main threat. Moreover, forest management, such as promoting more resilient mixed forests 

or addressing natural disturbances, can simultaneously benefit biodiversity and the bioeconomy. Finally, 

it is important to acknowledge that it is unlikely that actions to protect or enhance biodiversity could be 

funded by public money only. Forest owners and forest industry generating enough income from a 

profitable bioeconomy would be in a better position to reinvest in biodiversity and natural capital, in line 

with the aims of the Green Deal of preserving and restoring ecosystems and biodiversity.  

 

Finally, the bioeconomy offers unique opportunities for inclusive prosperity and fair social transition. This 

is paradoxically related to one of the potential disadvantages of the bioeconomy compared to the fossil-

based economy: a more complex ownership, mobilization and processing of biological resources. 

Biological resources like forest resources are usually owned by many more people and entities, their costs 

are often higher and transporting and processing biomass tends to be more costly and complex compared 

to fossil resources, such as coal and oil. However, this limitation is at the same time a great advantage, as 
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it offers the possibility for a more inclusive distribution of income, jobs, infrastructures and prosperity in 

many regions of the EU, especially in rural areas, in line with the EGD’s inclusive growth ambitions. For 

instance, forests cover more than 40% of the EU land surface, and the forest-based sector provides 3.5 

million jobs. This is more than the three energy-intensive industries (steel, chemicals and cement), which 

the EGD calls indispensable to Europe’s economy, while forgetting to even mention forest industry. In 

addition, the EU forest-based sector also includes 400,000 small and medium scale enterprises and 16 

million forest owners. Thus, the forest-based sector offers an extensive and unique socio-ecological 

“fabric” in which to put forward the EGD ambitions. 

 

In summary, bioeconomy, when managed in a sustainable way, provides major potential to help deliver 

the ambition set by the EGD. Palahí et al. (2020) also state that “it is still an important missing part of the 

complicated puzzle to overcome the past dichotomy between economy and ecology that very much 

defined the 20th century. The bioeconomy provides us with the opportunity to build a new and synergistic 

relationship between technology and nature, between ecology and economy that can define the 21st 

century: the century where we would finally start respecting the laws of physics and integrate biology.”  

   

5.4 Diverse Role of Forests and Forest-Based Products 

  

As indicated above, the EDG sees EU forests mainly contributing to climate mitigation via forest sinks. 

Accordingly, the policy suggestions of the EDG emphasize reforestation, restoration of degraded forests 

and conservation of forests. The role of forest bioeconomy in this effort is missing in the document. As 

argued above this is a clear shortage, and hopefully will be addressed in the implementation phase and 

design of policies.  It is interesting to reflect on the importance of this also based on some key statistics.     

 

Forests and wood are not equally distributed across world regions, and forests are also managed and used 

in different ways. These differences partly explain also why forests have played diverse roles for nations, 

and why also cultural meaning and citizen perceptions of forests may differ across countries. More than 

half (54%) of the world’s forests are located only in five countries – the Russian Federation, Brazil, Canada, 

USA and China (FAO 2020). The forest area in the EU is rather small in global terms, but its role as forest 

bioeconomy products producer is a major one (Figure 5.1). The EU forest area (ha) in 2020 was only 3.9% 

of the world total, but the export value of forest products was almost 41% of the world total and 

amounted to over 100 billion USD in 2019 (FAOSTAT).  Although most of this export value figure is related 

to EU internal trade, the exports to regions outside the EU are also major. In 2017, EU27 forest products 

export value to regions outside EU27 was 36.5 billion USD, or 37% of the total EU27 forest products export 

value.  This was more than the combined forest products export value of Brazil, China and Russian 

Federation (35.3 billion USD), whose share of the world forests is 38%, i.e. 10 times more than the EU27.   
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Figure 5.1 Shares of Forest Area and Forest Products Export Value of the World Total   

 

It is evident that the EU has to do its share in contributing to climate mitigation by enhancing forest sinks, 

and also show an example of how this can be done e.g. via forest management. Its past record on this has 

been rather good. According to the FAO, forest area in Europe (excluding Russia) has increased by 14 

million hectares (10%) over the last three decades, i.e. equal to the size of forest area of France. The 

volume of wood stock has increased even more, by 46%. Interestingly, however, during this period the 

region’s timber production has been 13 billion cubic meters. According to the FAO, the carbon stock of 

forests in Europe (excluding Russia) has also been growing steadily over the last three decades. In 2020, 

it was 24% higher than in 1990. According to FAO, the size of protected forests in Europe has also more 

than doubled during this period. However, it is still just under 8% of the area used for wood production. 

Clearly, as also the EU's Biodiversity Strategy from 2030 suggests, there is a need to further increase forest 

biodiversity. Yet, one important fact is that although the EU has harvested significantly in the past decades, 

it has at the same time increased its forest area and volume of wood in forests. Unfortunately, this trend 

is not seen globally, with deforestation taking place in the past decades e.g. in Africa and South America.  

  

However, Figure 5.1 indicates that the EU forest sink’s potential impact at the global level is, and will be, 

rather low due to its small share by area of forests in the world. On the other hand, the very significant 

role the EU has globally in forest products exports indicates that it can play a major role in helping to 

advance replacing fossil-based energy, raw materials and products, and in general, enhance sustainable 

production and consumption. To strengthen this role, EU27 forest bioeconomy product innovations, and 

increasing resource-efficiency and circularity, will be key priorities. By doing this, the EU27 can have 

significant impact also globally in the movement to more sustainable production.  
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5.5 LULUCF in the Climate Mitigation Context 

 

In 2021, the European Commission is expected to present a new proposal on the land use, land-use change, 

and forestry (LULUCF) regulation. The current EU legislation was adopted in May 2018, after intensive 

discussion and preparation. During the LULUCF processes, the European Commission and Member States 

have invested significant amount of time and energy and involved a large numbers of civil servants and 

researchers in preparing and commenting on the proposals and its implementation. This is no surprise, 

since LULUCF related questions tend to be technically rather demanding and even complex. Media in the 

EU have also been actively following and reporting on the LULUCF process.  

 

In this context, it may be appropriate to remind ourselves of the scale and importance of the LULUCF 

sector in the climate mitigation objective. Globally, almost 90% of the world’s CO2 emissions come from 

the use of coal, oil and natural gas. Consequently, the core issue in the fight against climate change is 

phasing out fossil energy. If major efforts are not put into tackling these, the results will remain a nuisance.  

 

In 2018 in the EU27, the greenhouse gas emissions were 3893095 gigagrams CO2eq, of which 83.5% came 

from two sectors, energy production and industry. In the same year, EU27 forests helped to remove -

337858 gigagrams of CO2eq emissions, i.e. 13.5% of the total emissions. The EU aims to be climate-neutral 

by 2050, i.e, a region with net-zero greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore, first and foremost, emissions 

from fossil energy and industry should be reduced as close to zero as possible. In reaching this, it is 

essential to acknowledge that phasing out fossils will not be possible without also using forest-based 

bioproducts for the purposes we are using oil, coal and gas today. Given that it is unrealistic to phase out 

totally all fossil production by 2050, any remaining GHGs from these would be balanced with an equivalent 

amount of carbon removal, for example by increasing the forest sink and through direct carbon capture 

and storage (CCS) technologies. Figure 5.2 illustrates the relative large role in climate change mitigation 

of GHG emissions compared to removals by forests in the EU27.   
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Figure 5.2 EU27 Green House Gas Emissions and Removals by Forests 2010-2018 

 

Thus, it is clear that the priority in the EU27 in climate change mitigation has to be in fossil fuel reduction. 

For example, a 50% reduction in energy and manufacturing sector emissions will be significantly more 

important than a 50% increase in forest removals. Simply put, by increasing forest removals the problem 

will not be solved. This is not to say that they are not important, and that the LULUCF regulation is needed 

for enhancing this. Clearly, EU has to do its share in enhancing the forest sink and removals, and by that 

also show an example of how it can be done.  

 

In fact, the EU is already a good example by the continuing build-up of forest resources and carbon sink 

since 1950 (Nabuurs et al. 2003). This build-up has taken place despite increases in harvests and wood 

production. For example, roundwood production of the EU28 was 50% higher in 1999 and 96% higher in 

2019 than in 1961 (FAOSTAT). Yet, today’s policy discussions on the EU climate and forests often start 

with reference to 1990 or 2005, and tend to overlook the example of previous carbon performance of its 

forest-based sector that started already after the Second World War. During this period EU forests 

increased carbon removals while all other sectors increased their CO2 emissions. Today EU’s climate policy 

challenge would be much bigger and costlier without these achievements in the forest-based sector. Thus, 

the EU has already a record how to align sustainable use of forests and wood production with climate 

change mitigation measures. Yet, as for example Nabuurs et al. (2017) have argued, the EU can still 

increase significantly the forest-based sector mitigation impact by forest removals (sink) and forest 

products substitution impacts. These can be achieved by introducing new climate smart forestry measures, 

and it is essential to seek to utilize also these opportunities.  
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Key messages 

• Politicians in the world are “wakening to the planetary boundaries“ and the need to act 

• Climate change plays a central role in addressing planetary boundaries due to its overarching impacts 

on all the other planetary boundaries, such as biodiversity. 

• The European Green Deal (EGD) is the EU’s tool to address the above issues. The EGD well 

acknowledges many of the potential problems related to forests, like deforestation, threats to forests 

and biodiversity, and argues for forest and biodiversity restoration and protection. 

• However, the circular bioeconomy is still the missing link in the EGD. Circular economy based on 

renewable biological resources and sustainable biobased solutions, could contribute to the Green Deal 

delivery and would deserve more attention. The bioeconomy can be a catalyst for systemic change to 

tackle holistically the social, economic and environmental aspects currently not yet enough coherently 

addressed. 

• The EU forest area is 3.9% of the world forests, but its forest products export value is over 40%. 

Consequently, in terms of global climate change mitigation, EU bioproducts can play an important role.  

To strengthen this, EU27 forest bioeconomy product innovations, and increasing resource-efficiency 

and circularity, will be key priorities.    

• The core issue in the fight against climate change is phasing out fossil energy. If major efforts are not 

put into tackling this, the results will remain a nuisance. 
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6. Conclusions  
 
The year 2020 was the 3rd year of operation of the new cycle of MDTF (2018-2020). In 2020, four 
ThinkForest webinars and two From Science to Policy reports were published. Work to still enlarge the 
MDTF with new countries in the future also took place in 2020 (with Poland, Slovenia and the UK). The 
cooperation with the European Commission continued, for example, with the bioeconomy work.   
 
2020 was an exceptional year also for the MDTF, as it has been for all organizations, due to the COVID19 
pandemic. For the first time, ThinkForest events were held virtually, and no face-to-face meetings were 
arranged. Moreover, many of the networking events and meetings between scientists and policy-makers 
that typically characterize the MDTF work, could not take place. One positive side of the exceptional year 
was the fact that it has forced us to learn new tools for virtual meetings and has shown that perhaps not 
all the travelling and face-to-face meetings of the past years are as necessary as previously thought. Yet, 
it is also clear that virtual seminars and meetings cannot substitute for face-to-face meetings and 
networking fully. They will be needed also to some extent in the future for the MDTF to operate effectively 
and impactfully. 
  
Despite acknowledging the difficulties of measuring the impact of MDTF science-policy support work (the 
impacts are likely to be gradual and at least partly indirect), the indicators related to ThinkForest event 
participation, publication downloads, requested expert presentations, statements and hearings based on 
the studies, social media activities, all indicate great interest in MDTF work and activities.  
 
The importance of the MDTF work was acknowledged or disseminated in 2020 on many policy and 
influential fronts. For example: at the Embassy of Sweden in Helsinki (an event attended by two former 
Prime Ministers and three Ministers from Finland and Sweden); the EFI Director had several meetings with 
His Royal Highness Prince of Wales (HRH), and in those meetings discussed also the work based on MDTF 
publications; and expert statements in different policy arenas (see Ch 3.3).  In summary, both the direct 
and indirect impacts of the MDTF work carried out in past years and in 2020 have had significant impact. 
 
Since there is no other similar platform, or other organization, engaging in such a pan-European forest-
based sector related science-policy work, it is difficult to compare (benchmark) the work to others. In fact, 
exactly because of this, many policy makers and EFI Associate Member organizations have again 
expressed their interest to support EFI MDTF work. Given these responses and the information provided 
in this Report, the MDTF work appears to have reached well the set objectives for 2020.   
 
Finally, the EFI Policy Support Facility team gratefully acknowledges the donors and Steering Committee 
for supporting the work and providing strategic guidance for it. All the members of the Steering 
Committee have been very supportive. We wish to thank the Steering Committee and its Chairs in 2020, 
Enrico Pompei, Ministero delle Politiche Agricole Alimentari e Forestali, Italy and Jan Svensson, Ministry 
of Enterprise and Innovation, Sweden for their efficient work and support.  Also, we wish to thank all the 
scientists who have contributed to the studies and activities in 2020! The support from the EFI Director 
has also been very important for this work. 
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Table 1: Online statistics  

Publication statistics 
No copies of publications were printed in 2020 due to Coronavirus. 

*Electronic copies downloaded: In 2020 we moved to a new system of measurement using Google 

Analytics. This does not track the direct downloads from the EFI website server (eg users who follow a 

direct link such as https://efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2020/EFI_fstp_11_2020.pdf ) 

- it only counts the numbers of visitors who go to a page on the EFI website, and then download the 

publication. Consequently the numbers are lower than in previous years. 

These numbers also do not include eg downloads from ResearchGate, authors’ institutional repositories, 

organisations’ own libraries etc. 

DOI resolutions: shows the number of people who have clicked on the DOI address for a publication, 

such as https://doi.org/10.36333/fs11  

 
Title Publication 

date 
No of 

electronic 
copies 

downloaded 
2020* 

DOI 
resolutions 

 

Lifetime 
copies 

downloaded 

FSTP11 (China-
Europe 
bioeconomy) 

Dec 2020 128 248 128 

K2A03 (Public 
perception) 

Oct 2020 356 747 
 

356 

FSTP10 (Forest 
governance) 

April 2020 553 781 
 

553 

FSTP9 (Plantation 
forests) 

Dec 2019 427 303 532 

FSTP8 (Bark 
beetles) 
(EN, CZ) 

Apr 2019 318 
 

406 4822 

FSTP 7 
(Substitution 
effects of wood-
based products) 

Nov 2018 314 398 
 

4659 
 

FSTP 6 (Climate-
Smart Forestry) 

Mar 2018 189 
 

75 3403 

https://efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2020/EFI_fstp_11_2020.pdf
https://doi.org/10.36333/fs11
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WSCTU 8 (Forest-
based 
bioeconomy), plus 
Summary 

Dec 2017 215 
 
 

n/a 8390 

FSTP 5 (Circular 
bioeconomy) 
(EN, CN, RU) 

Oct 2017 156 376 7225 
 

FSTP 5 Summaries 
(EN, FR, DE, IT, ES, 
CN, RU) 

Nov 2017-
Apr 18 

91 n/a 4019 

WSCTU 7 (Natura 
2000) plus 
Summary 

Sept 2017 85 
 

n/a 4161 

FSTP 4 (Forest 
bioeconomy 
indicators) 

Nov 2016 69 69 8347 
 

FSTP 3 (Forest 
biomass, carbon 
neutrality) 

Oct 2016 232 
 

226 17031 

FSTP 2 (A new role 
for forests) 

Dec 2015 78 110 11668 

FSTP 1 (EUTR-
FLEGT) 

Apr 2015 47 27 8808 

 

Policy support newsletter and mailings 
Several editions of the newsletter, Science informing policymaking, were published in 2020, and we also 
trialled single issue mailings (for example relating to publications) which saw high engagement figures. 

 

Newsletter/mailing Contents Number of 
subscribers 

% read 

08.01.2020 Green Deal needs plantation 
forests 
A new equilibrium for 
plantation forests 

945 39.3% 

29.04.2020 New publication: European 
forest governance post-
2020 

797 44.5% 

30.04.2020 A new era of forest 
policymaking /Science 
Insights to the European 
Green Deal and Forests 

810 46% 

22.10.2020 We are seeking an Assistant 
Director for Policy Support 

213 37.5% 

16.12.2020 Five priorities for EU-China 
bioeconomy development 

880 31.9% 

http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/5906811/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6111864/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/5966861/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6339250/41455D447848415D4571
http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6425628/41455D447848415D4571
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14.12.2020 New study assesses future 
Europe-China forest 
bioeconomy development 

887 39.9% 

Electronic event invitations 
Several event invitations were sent by email to subscribers during 2020 

Event Date 
 

Number of 
subscribers 

% read 

 

Register now: European 
Forest Policy Post-2020 
(event cancelled due to 
Covid-19) 

03.02.2020 1070 45% 

Registration reminder: 
European Forest Policy Post-
2020 (event cancelled) 

03.03.2020 927 44% 

Register now: Public 
Perception of Forests and 
Bioeconomy 

20.10.2020 856 47% 

Register now: China-Europe 
forest bioeconomy 

26.11.2020 872 43% 

 

Social media 

 

Twitter 

1,585 tweets were sent out during the course of 2020, and by the end of the year, the EFI Twitter 

account had 10,300 followers. This represents an increase of 1,447 new followers during 2020. 

 Tweets Gain in followers 
 

Total 2020 1,585 1,447 

Total 2019 1,629 1,422 

Total 2018 1,517 1,315 

Total 2017 1,995 1,288 

Total 2016 1,837 1,505 

Total 2015 1,803 1,106 

 

EFI’s other social media channels were also utilised: 
 

Other channels No of policy support-related posts, 2020 
 

Linked In 15 

Facebook 29 

http://www.anpdm.com/newsletter/6425225/41455D447848415D4571


https://www.efi.int/policysupport 51 
 

 

 

Videos 
Seven policy support videos were published on the EFI YouTube channel in 2020: 
 

Video Published No of views 
2020 (as of 

22.12) 

ThinkForest webinar: China-Europe Forest 
Bioeconomy 

15.12.2020 48 

ThinkForest webinar: Public perception of 
forests and bioeconomy 

30.10.2020 171 

ThinkForest: European Forest Policy Post-2020 25.09.2020 183 

Reimagining our world: Göran Persson on the 
Green Deal and the future of rural areas 

25.09.2020 208 

Reimagining our world: Transforming the 
economy 

22.09.2020 579 

Reimagining our world: the future role of rural 
areas 

22.09.2020 84 

ThinkForest: Science insights to the European 
Green Deal and forests 

22.05.2020 939 

 

Previous video material: Published No of 
views 
2020 

Lifetime 
views (to 

22.12.2020) 

ThinkForest: The Future of Plantation Forests in 
Europe 

17.12.2019 442 707 

ThinkForest: How to Respond to Forest Disturbances 
in Europe 

04.04.2019 500 1,888 

Climate policy and forest bioeconomy 04.12.2018 205 841 

Role of bioeconomy in controlling forest fires 29.05.2018 105 1,013 

Looking ahead to a circular European bioeconomy 07.11.2017 40 862 

Implementing Natura 2000 in forests: lessons learned 
and looking ahead 

27.09.2017 52 691 

Leading the way to a new European bioeconomy 
strategy 

10.05.2017 354 2,142 
 

Building an innovative and resilient forest 
bioeconomy 

15.11.2016 25 633 

Building the bioeconomy: insights from European 
strategies 

08.06.2016 65 1,551 
 

Climate policy after COP21: Implications for the 
European forest-based sector 

15.03.2016 8 576 

7 videos from COP21 event: Climate policy targets – 
How can European forests contribute? 

04.01.2016 174 1,372 

https://youtu.be/eusu9TeCrg8
https://youtu.be/eusu9TeCrg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWD8Im9vok8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWD8Im9vok8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfPFHVagpAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhtFhOgahWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhtFhOgahWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyvsqF8X2QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyvsqF8X2QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVStWafpTYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVStWafpTYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNu7pdrHDus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNu7pdrHDus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPeuNyWRxTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPeuNyWRxTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5fxBfL9r2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5fxBfL9r2E
https://youtu.be/vDd-vAxJJIo
https://youtu.be/5O49cusFm6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2B1ThAFNtLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvVou0lJwDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvVou0lJwDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5GmefdQm9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5GmefdQm9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1gkcz7IfMQ&list=PLJhtngTCV-v-Fg9ylPQ7dZ1WWLU3mMIqn&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1gkcz7IfMQ&list=PLJhtngTCV-v-Fg9ylPQ7dZ1WWLU3mMIqn&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m4CiuJe_NE&list=PLJhtngTCV-v-Fg9ylPQ7dZ1WWLU3mMIqn&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m4CiuJe_NE&list=PLJhtngTCV-v-Fg9ylPQ7dZ1WWLU3mMIqn&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_M3_anp6_U&list=PLJhtngTCV-v-Fg9ylPQ7dZ1WWLU3mMIqn&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_M3_anp6_U&list=PLJhtngTCV-v-Fg9ylPQ7dZ1WWLU3mMIqn&index=4
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Towards Paris 2015: How can the forest sector 
contribute? 

Oct 2015 11 905 

Bioeconomy is the future (Göran Persson) Nov 2015  291 3,898 

A new role for forests and the forest sector in climate 
targets (Gert-Jan Nabuurs) 

Nov 2015 67 830 

 

Website 

 

In March 2018, EFI launched its new website, with a dedicated section for the Policy Support Facility 

(www.efi.int/policysupport). 

This contains three main pages/areas: Our work, ThinkForest and Publications. These pages showcase 

policy support information, and signpost users to related information which is now integrated into other 

areas of the website (eg events, publications, news).  

In December 2020 the EFI website was reorganised and given a new look and feel. The web page 

addresses for Policy Support and ThinkForest pages remain the same. 

Web pages Page 
views 
2020 

Page 
views 
2019 

Page 
views 
2018 

Unique 
visitors 

2020 

Unique 
visitors 

2019 

Unique 
visitors 

2018  

Policy support main landing 
page 

(policysupport/) 

1,860 1,736 1,405 1,305 1,259 761 

Our work  
(policysupport/ourwork) 

303 346 457 243 264 269 

ThinkForest  
(policysupport/thinkforest/) 

plus subpages 

16,210 10,025 6,563 12,011 7,458 1,737 

Publications 
(policysupport/publications/) 

630 702 576 461 545 291 

 

 

  

http://www.efi.int/policysupport
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Table 2: Number of ThinkForest and other participants according to background  

 
Participant 
background 
 

ThinkForest 
webinar: Science 
Insights to 
European Green 
Deal and Forests, 
20 May 2020 

ThinkForest 
webinar: 
European Forest 
Policy Post-2020, 
22 September 
2020 

ThinkForest 
webinar: Public 
Perception on 
Forests and 
Bioeconomy, 27 
October 2020 

ThinkForest 
webinar: China-
Europe Forest 
Bioeconomy, 9 
December 2020 

 
European 
Parliament  11 1 

 
 

1 

 
 
- 
 
 
 

 
European 
Commission 10 2 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

1 
 
 

 
Council of the EU 1 - 

 
- 

 
- 
 
 

 
Ministries 
  

19 15 

 
15 

 
 

 
10 

 
 
 

Embassies, perm. 
representations  1 2 

 
1 

 
1 

 
Forest industry 29 12 

 
17 

 
5 

 
Forest owner 22 12 

 
13 

 
 

 
2 

 
NGO 14 11 

 
12 

 
4 

Other stakeholder 
group 64 26 

 
27 

 
57 

 
16 

 
Research 

 
98 

 
 

62 

 
57 

 
 
 

 
44 

Other (e.g. 
international org. 
incl. EFI) 

 
 

44 
 

23 

 
 

17 

 
 

13 

 
Media - 4 

 
3 

 
3 

 
 

TOTAL 
 
 
 
 

313 172 

 
 

167 

 
 

99 
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Number of MDTF countries represented in ThinkForest webinars  
(out of 10 countries)  

 
Participant background 
 

ThinkForest 
webinar: Science 
Insights to 
European Green 
Deal and Forests, 
20 May  

ThinkForest 
webinar: 
European Forest 
Policy Post-2020, 
22 September  

ThinkForest 
webinar: Public 
Perception on 
Forests and 
Bioeconomy, 27 
October  

ThinkForest 
webinar: China-
Europe Forest 
Bioeconomy, 9 
December  

 
Ministries in total 
 
From MDTF countries 

 
19 

 
18 

 
15 

 
12 

 
15 

 
12 

 
10 

 
8 

Embassies, perm. 
representations in total 
 
From MDTF countries 
 

 
1 
 
- 

 
2 
 

1 

 
1 
 
- 

 
1 
 
- 
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Table 3: Stakeholder follow-up articles related to events and publications 

 
ThinkForest webinar Science Insights to the European Green Deal and Forests, 20 May 2020 
Publisher / 
Stakeholder 

Specified, article name Link 

CEPF CEPF participated to the ThinkForest webinar 
focusing on the Green Deal and forests 

http://www.cepf-
eu.org/news/cepf-participated-
thinkforest-webinar-focusing-
green-deal-and-forests  

New Zealand 
Institute of Forestry 

June 2020 newsletter 'Green deal needs forest 
bioeconomy' 

https://www.nzif.org.nz/member
s-only-area/newsletters/show/76  

Departament 
d'Agricultura, 
Ramaderia, Pesca i 
Alimentació. 
Generalitat de 
Catalunya 

June 2020 bulletin http://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/d
epartament/estadistiques/publica
cions/butlletins/novetats-
documentals/nd-0243-2020/  

Propopulus The Forest Bioeconomy, A Missing Link In 
Europe’s Green Deal? 

http://propopulus.eu/en/the-
forest-bioeconomy-a-missing-
link-in-europes-green-deal/  

 

 
ThinkForest webinar European Forest Policy Post-2020, 22 September 2020 

Publisher / 
Stakeholder 

Specified, article name Link 

CEPF ThinkForest webinar European Forest policy post-

2020 

https://www.cepf-

eu.org/news/thinkforest-webinar-

european-forest-policy-post-2020  

Sustainable Wood What can be learned from European Forest Policy 

post-2020 

https://sustainablewood.com/wh

at-can-be-learnt-from-european-

forest-policy-post-2020  

Fundacion Felipe 

González 

La transformación del modelo energético y el EU 

Green Deal 

https://www.fundacionfelipegonz

alez.org/la-transformacion-del-

modelo-energetico-y-el-eu-green-

deal/  

 

 
ThinkForest webinar Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy, 27 October 2020 

Publisher / 
Stakeholder 

Specified, article name Link 

EOS (European 

Organisation of the 

Sawmill Industry) 

ThinkForest webinar: Public perception on forest 

and bioeconomy 

https://www.eos-

oes.eu/en/news.php?id=1956  

 

 

http://www.cepf-eu.org/news/cepf-participated-thinkforest-webinar-focusing-green-deal-and-forests
http://www.cepf-eu.org/news/cepf-participated-thinkforest-webinar-focusing-green-deal-and-forests
http://www.cepf-eu.org/news/cepf-participated-thinkforest-webinar-focusing-green-deal-and-forests
http://www.cepf-eu.org/news/cepf-participated-thinkforest-webinar-focusing-green-deal-and-forests
https://www.nzif.org.nz/members-only-area/newsletters/show/76
https://www.nzif.org.nz/members-only-area/newsletters/show/76
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/departament/estadistiques/publicacions/butlletins/novetats-documentals/nd-0243-2020/
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/departament/estadistiques/publicacions/butlletins/novetats-documentals/nd-0243-2020/
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/departament/estadistiques/publicacions/butlletins/novetats-documentals/nd-0243-2020/
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/departament/estadistiques/publicacions/butlletins/novetats-documentals/nd-0243-2020/
http://propopulus.eu/en/the-forest-bioeconomy-a-missing-link-in-europes-green-deal/
http://propopulus.eu/en/the-forest-bioeconomy-a-missing-link-in-europes-green-deal/
http://propopulus.eu/en/the-forest-bioeconomy-a-missing-link-in-europes-green-deal/
https://www.cepf-eu.org/news/thinkforest-webinar-european-forest-policy-post-2020
https://www.cepf-eu.org/news/thinkforest-webinar-european-forest-policy-post-2020
https://www.cepf-eu.org/news/thinkforest-webinar-european-forest-policy-post-2020
https://sustainablewood.com/what-can-be-learnt-from-european-forest-policy-post-2020
https://sustainablewood.com/what-can-be-learnt-from-european-forest-policy-post-2020
https://sustainablewood.com/what-can-be-learnt-from-european-forest-policy-post-2020
https://www.fundacionfelipegonzalez.org/la-transformacion-del-modelo-energetico-y-el-eu-green-deal/
https://www.fundacionfelipegonzalez.org/la-transformacion-del-modelo-energetico-y-el-eu-green-deal/
https://www.fundacionfelipegonzalez.org/la-transformacion-del-modelo-energetico-y-el-eu-green-deal/
https://www.fundacionfelipegonzalez.org/la-transformacion-del-modelo-energetico-y-el-eu-green-deal/
https://www.eos-oes.eu/en/news.php?id=1956
https://www.eos-oes.eu/en/news.php?id=1956
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ThinkForest webinar China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy, 9 December 2020 

Publisher / 
Stakeholder 

Specified, article name Link 

EOS (European 

Organisation of the 

Sawmill Industry) 

New study assesses future Europe-China forest 

bioeconomy development 

https://www.eos-

oes.eu/en/news.php?id=1980  

Timberbiz New study assesses future Europe-China forest 

bioeconomy development 

https://www.timberbiz.com.au/n

ew-study-assesses-europe-china-

forest-bioeconomy-development/  

 
 

Other: Follow up of ThinkForest event on plantation forests in December 2019 

Publisher / 
Stakeholder 

Specified, article name Link 

Propopulus, 

17.01.2020 

The Green Deal Means A Great Deal http://propopulus.eu/en/the-

green-deal-means-a-great-deal/  

 

  

https://www.eos-oes.eu/en/news.php?id=1980
https://www.eos-oes.eu/en/news.php?id=1980
https://www.timberbiz.com.au/new-study-assesses-europe-china-forest-bioeconomy-development/
https://www.timberbiz.com.au/new-study-assesses-europe-china-forest-bioeconomy-development/
https://www.timberbiz.com.au/new-study-assesses-europe-china-forest-bioeconomy-development/
http://propopulus.eu/en/the-green-deal-means-a-great-deal/
http://propopulus.eu/en/the-green-deal-means-a-great-deal/


https://www.efi.int/policysupport 57 
 

 

Table 4: Media coverage related to events  
 

ThinkForest webinar Science Insights to the European Green Deal and Forests, 20 May 2020 

Publisher Type of publication Article name Link 

Politico.eu, 
20.06.2020 

European political 
news publisher 

Europe struggles to seed 
the forest for the trees 

https://www.politico.eu/article/europ
e-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-
trees/  

DNYUZ  US news website Europe struggles to seed 
the forest for the trees 

https://dnyuz.com/2020/06/20/europ
e-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-
trees/  

Politico US, 
22.06 

Morning 
sustainability briefing 

Tree trouble https://www.politico.com/newsletters
/morning-sustainability-
preview/2020/06/22/new-water-rule-
takes-effect-489593  

Forestopic, 
20.10.2020 

French forestry news 
portal 

Changer notre modèle de 
société grâce à l’Europe 
de la forêt 

https://www.forestopic.com/fr/agora
/publications/1159-changer-notre-
modele-societe-grace-europe-foret  

 

 
ThinkForest webinar European Forest Policy Post-2020, 22 September 2020 

Forstzeitung, 
06.11.2020 

Austrian forestry 
magazine 

Nachhaltige Gesellschaft: 
Land in Sicht? 

https://www.forstzeitung.at/markt/20
20/11/nachhaltige-gesellschaft--land-
in-sicht-.html  

 

ThinkForest webinar Public Perception on Forests and Bioeconomy, 27 October 2020 

Delo (Borut 

Tavčar) 
29.10.2020 

Slovenian national 
daily newspaper 

Gozdovi in gozdarstvo so 
močno ogroženi 

https://www.delo.si/novice/okolje/go
zdovi-in-gozdarstvo-so-mocno-
ogrozeni/  

 

ThinkForest webinar China-Europe Forest Bioeconomy, 9 December 2020 

    

 

 

Follow up articles from Sound Reporting Co-Lab, July 2019, Poland 

Czech Radio, 
13.07.2019 

Czech Republic Kácet, nebo nezasahovat? 
Dilema v boji s kůrovcem 
rozděluje Poláky pečující o 
nejvzácnější evropský 
prales 

https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-
nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-
kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-
7982516  

Thomson 
Reuters 
Foundation 

International Bark beetles threaten 
forests as heat rises 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v
=2378148632495438  

https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://dnyuz.com/2020/06/20/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://dnyuz.com/2020/06/20/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://dnyuz.com/2020/06/20/europe-struggles-to-seed-the-forest-for-the-trees/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-sustainability-preview/2020/06/22/new-water-rule-takes-effect-489593
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-sustainability-preview/2020/06/22/new-water-rule-takes-effect-489593
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-sustainability-preview/2020/06/22/new-water-rule-takes-effect-489593
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-sustainability-preview/2020/06/22/new-water-rule-takes-effect-489593
https://www.forestopic.com/fr/agora/publications/1159-changer-notre-modele-societe-grace-europe-foret
https://www.forestopic.com/fr/agora/publications/1159-changer-notre-modele-societe-grace-europe-foret
https://www.forestopic.com/fr/agora/publications/1159-changer-notre-modele-societe-grace-europe-foret
https://www.forstzeitung.at/markt/2020/11/nachhaltige-gesellschaft--land-in-sicht-.html
https://www.forstzeitung.at/markt/2020/11/nachhaltige-gesellschaft--land-in-sicht-.html
https://www.forstzeitung.at/markt/2020/11/nachhaltige-gesellschaft--land-in-sicht-.html
https://www.delo.si/novice/okolje/gozdovi-in-gozdarstvo-so-mocno-ogrozeni/
https://www.delo.si/novice/okolje/gozdovi-in-gozdarstvo-so-mocno-ogrozeni/
https://www.delo.si/novice/okolje/gozdovi-in-gozdarstvo-so-mocno-ogrozeni/
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://radiozurnal.rozhlas.cz/kacet-nebo-nezasahovat-dilema-v-boji-s-kurovcem-rozdeluje-polaky-pecujici-o-7982516
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2378148632495438
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2378148632495438
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12.01.2020 

Riff Reporters 
25.03.2020 

Germany Europäischer Urwald in 
Białowieża – Streit um 
einen Naturschatz 

https://www.riffreporter.de/flugbegle
iter-koralle/weltnaturerbe-bialowieza/  

 

Other/general 

Metsälehti, 
16.01.2020 

Finnish forestry 
newspaper 

Vihreä sopimus https://www.metsalehti.fi/kolumnit/v
ihrea-sopimus/#b3efb0c2  

Metsälehti, 
17.01.2020  

Finnish forestry 
newspaper 

Kuuma linja Brysseliin https://www.metsalehti.fi/artikkelit/k
uuma-linja-brysseliin/  

Latvijas reitingi, 
23.01.2020 

Latvian news portal Aizvadīta starptautiska 
meža nozares konference 
“Klimats, nākotne, meži” 

https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/daba/
134035-aizvadita-starptautiska-meza-
nozares-konference-klimats-nakotne-
mezi.html  

Latvijas reitingi, 
28.01.2020 

Latvian news portal Iedzīvotāji ir atrauti no 
meža nozares, neapzinoties 
tās devumu un nākotnes 
potenciālu 

https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemk
opiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-
no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-
devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html  

LA.lv 
18.02 

Latvian national 
online media 

Mežu nozarei ir ne tikai 
apdraudējumi, bet tai ir arī 
daudz iespēju 

http://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemko
piba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-
meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-
devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html  

EURACTIV, 
20.03.2020 

EU news portal Bioeconomy: the missing 
link to connect the dots in 
the EU Green Deal 

https://pr.euractiv.com/pr/bioecono
my-missing-link-connect-dots-eu-
green-deal-202385  

Metsälehti, 
17.12.2020 

Finnish forestry 
newspaper 

Vuonna 2070 https://www.metsalehti.fi/artikkelit/v
uonna-2070/#b3efb0c2  

 

  

https://www.riffreporter.de/flugbegleiter-koralle/weltnaturerbe-bialowieza/
https://www.riffreporter.de/flugbegleiter-koralle/weltnaturerbe-bialowieza/
https://www.metsalehti.fi/kolumnit/vihrea-sopimus/#b3efb0c2
https://www.metsalehti.fi/kolumnit/vihrea-sopimus/#b3efb0c2
https://www.metsalehti.fi/artikkelit/kuuma-linja-brysseliin/
https://www.metsalehti.fi/artikkelit/kuuma-linja-brysseliin/
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/daba/134035-aizvadita-starptautiska-meza-nozares-konference-klimats-nakotne-mezi.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/daba/134035-aizvadita-starptautiska-meza-nozares-konference-klimats-nakotne-mezi.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/daba/134035-aizvadita-starptautiska-meza-nozares-konference-klimats-nakotne-mezi.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/daba/134035-aizvadita-starptautiska-meza-nozares-konference-klimats-nakotne-mezi.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
http://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
http://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
http://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
http://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/zemkopiba/134117-iedzivotaji-ir-atrauti-no-meza-nozares-neapzinoties-tas-devumu-un-nakotnes-potencialu.html
https://pr.euractiv.com/pr/bioeconomy-missing-link-connect-dots-eu-green-deal-202385
https://pr.euractiv.com/pr/bioeconomy-missing-link-connect-dots-eu-green-deal-202385
https://pr.euractiv.com/pr/bioeconomy-missing-link-connect-dots-eu-green-deal-202385
https://www.metsalehti.fi/artikkelit/vuonna-2070/#b3efb0c2
https://www.metsalehti.fi/artikkelit/vuonna-2070/#b3efb0c2
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Table 5 

Publication citations 

 

Published during 2020 
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wood market 

https://www.unece.org/file
admin/DAM/timber/meetin
gs/20161018/coffi74-
item3a1-01-oliver.pdf  

Lauri Hetemäki, EFI Climate 
Diplomacy Week 
seminar, Helsinki 

EU climate policy and forest-
based sector 
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Marcus Lindner, EFI  Sustainable 
production of 
forest biomass for 
Northern Europe 
in a climate 
change context. 
Copa and Cogeca 
working party on 
forestry, Brussels 
08.06.2016 

  

Hans Verkerk, EFI  USSE Seminar, 
San Sebastián, 
Spain  
25.05.2016 

The role of European forests in 
mitigating climate change.  

 

Marcus Lindner, EFI Sustainable 
production of 
forest biomass for 
Northern Europe 
in a climate 
change context. 
Joint EFINORD – 
SNS seminar, Oslo 
24.05.2016 

A new role of forests and the 
forest sector in the EU post-
2020 climate targets 

http://www.efinord.efi.int/p
ortal/efinord___sns_-
_nkj_joint_seminar__24_ma
y_2016__afternoon_present
ations_available/  

Gert-Jan Nabuurs, Alterra Managing 
European Forests 
Responsibly for 
People, Climate 
and Nature 
conference, 
EUSTAFOR, 
Brussels 
05.04.2016 

Keynote presentation: “A new 
role for forests and the forest 
sector in the EU post-2020 
climate targets” 

http://eustafor.eu/uploads/
FINAL_Program_Managing-
European-Forests-
Responsibly_4_2016_Websi
te.pdf  

Gert-Jan Nabuurs, Alterra UNECE, Joint 
ECE/FAO Working 
Party on Forest 
Statistics, 
Economics and 
Management, 
Geneva 
24.03.2016 

Post Paris: the role of Research http://www.unece.org/inde
x.php?id=41852#/  

Gert-Jan Nabuurs, Alterra Imperial College 
London 
03.02.2016 

Lecture, The post-Paris role of 
the EU’s forests in combating 
climate change 

http://www3.imperial.ac.uk
/newsandeventspggrp/impe
rialcollege/administration/e
nergyfutureslab/eventssum
mary/event_2-2-2016-12-
52-42  

Antti Arasto, VTT Aalto University 
15.1.2016 

Lecture on Sustainability and 
availability 
of biomass 

https://mycourses.aalto.fi/p
luginfile.php/182706/mod_f
older/content/0/Lecture%2

http://www.syke.fi/download/noname/%7B28B8406A-F556-4540-939C-377D48C5F641%7D/121633
http://www.syke.fi/download/noname/%7B28B8406A-F556-4540-939C-377D48C5F641%7D/121633
http://www.efinord.efi.int/portal/efinord___sns_-_nkj_joint_seminar__24_may_2016__afternoon_presentations_available/
http://www.efinord.efi.int/portal/efinord___sns_-_nkj_joint_seminar__24_may_2016__afternoon_presentations_available/
http://www.efinord.efi.int/portal/efinord___sns_-_nkj_joint_seminar__24_may_2016__afternoon_presentations_available/
http://www.efinord.efi.int/portal/efinord___sns_-_nkj_joint_seminar__24_may_2016__afternoon_presentations_available/
http://www.efinord.efi.int/portal/efinord___sns_-_nkj_joint_seminar__24_may_2016__afternoon_presentations_available/
http://eustafor.eu/uploads/FINAL_Program_Managing-European-Forests-Responsibly_4_2016_Website.pdf
http://eustafor.eu/uploads/FINAL_Program_Managing-European-Forests-Responsibly_4_2016_Website.pdf
http://eustafor.eu/uploads/FINAL_Program_Managing-European-Forests-Responsibly_4_2016_Website.pdf
http://eustafor.eu/uploads/FINAL_Program_Managing-European-Forests-Responsibly_4_2016_Website.pdf
http://eustafor.eu/uploads/FINAL_Program_Managing-European-Forests-Responsibly_4_2016_Website.pdf
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41852#/
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41852#/
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/newsandeventspggrp/imperialcollege/administration/energyfutureslab/eventssummary/event_2-2-2016-12-52-42
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/newsandeventspggrp/imperialcollege/administration/energyfutureslab/eventssummary/event_2-2-2016-12-52-42
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/newsandeventspggrp/imperialcollege/administration/energyfutureslab/eventssummary/event_2-2-2016-12-52-42
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/newsandeventspggrp/imperialcollege/administration/energyfutureslab/eventssummary/event_2-2-2016-12-52-42
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/newsandeventspggrp/imperialcollege/administration/energyfutureslab/eventssummary/event_2-2-2016-12-52-42
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/newsandeventspggrp/imperialcollege/administration/energyfutureslab/eventssummary/event_2-2-2016-12-52-42
https://mycourses.aalto.fi/pluginfile.php/182706/mod_folder/content/0/Lecture%202_Arasto-150116.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://mycourses.aalto.fi/pluginfile.php/182706/mod_folder/content/0/Lecture%202_Arasto-150116.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://mycourses.aalto.fi/pluginfile.php/182706/mod_folder/content/0/Lecture%202_Arasto-150116.pdf?forcedownload=1


https://www.efi.int/policysupport 72 
 

 

02_Arasto-
150116.pdf?forcedownload
=1.  

Policymakers 
 European 

Academies 
Science Advisory 
Council (EASAC) 
policy report 32, 
April 2017 

Multi-functionality and 
sustainability in the European 
Union’s forests 

http://www.easac.eu/filead
min/PDF_s/reports_stateme
nts/Forests/EASAC_Forests_
web_complete.pdf  

 Staatsbosbeheer, 
Netherlands 
 
(Published 
10.2016) 

Actieplan bos en hout https://www.staatsbosbehe
er.nl/~/media/09-
nieuws/actieplan_bos_en_h
out.pdf?la=nl-nl  

Paul Brannen, MEP UK Parliament 
 
(17.10.2016) 

Submission to the 2016 House 
of Commons Inquiry 
“Forestry in England” 

http://www.northeastlabou
r.eu/sites/default/files/attac
hments/Forestry%20in%20E
ngland%20-
%20inquiry%20submission%
20Paul%20Brannen%20MEP
.docx  

Media 
 Agriland.ie, 

08.07.2019 
Forests can provide 20% of Irish 
climate solution – conference 

https://www.agriland.ie/far
ming-news/forests-can-
provide-20-of-irish-climate-
solution-fii-conference/  

 independent.ie, 
11.07.2019 

Forestry can deliver 20pc of our 
climate action targets 

https://www.independent.i
e/business/farming/forestry
-enviro/forestry/forestry-
can-deliver-20pc-of-our-
climate-action-targets-
38292518.html  

Paul Brannen, MEP The Journal (UK 
regional 
newspaper) 

Monthly column, March 2016 http://www.northeastlabou
r.eu/pauls-latest-journal-
column-5  

Paul Brannen, MEP Revolve Media Value of Wood in Construction 
– Interview with MEP Paul 
Brannen 

http://revolve.media/the-
value-of-wood-in-
construction-interview-with-
mep-paul-brannen/  

Stakeholders 
ROJO SERRANO, L., 
TORNOS CASTILLO, L. 

Sociedad 
Espanola de 
Ciencias 
Forestales 

La Política Forestal 
Internacional en el horizonte 
2030: Principales líneas de 
trabajo, retos y oportunidades. 

http://secforestales.org/pub
licaciones/index.php/congre
sos_forestales/article/viewF
ile/19303/19018  

 Institute for 
Applied Ecology / 
Greenpeace, Feb 
2018 

Forest Vision Germany https://www.greenpeace.de
/sites/www.greenpeace.de/
files/publications/20180228
-greenpeace-oekoinstitut-
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 FAO Forestry Climate change newsletter, 
April 2017/4 

http://forestry.fao.msgfocus
.com/q/13Vgk1dQieLHNhe2
BSRaH/wv  

 EUSTAFOR EUSTAFOR Position Paper on 
the European Commission’s 
legislative proposals on land 
use, land use-change and 
forestry (LULUCF) and effort-
sharing mechanism 

http://www.eustafor.eu/upl
oads/EUSTAFOR_II_Position
_Paper_LULUCF.pdf  

 FEDENATUR 
(European 
Association of 
Periurban Parks) 

Publication: A new role for 
forests and the forest sector in 
the EU post-2020 climate 
targets 

http://www.fedenatur.org/i
m/others/pub-
detail/publication-a-new-
role-for-forests-and-the-
forest-sector-in-the-eu-post-
2020-climate-targets  

 Sveaskog Report on Eustafor's April 2016 
event, featuring study 

http://www.sveaskog.se/pr
ess-och-nyheter/nyheter-
och-
pressmeddelanden/2016/sk
ogen-pa-kartan-i-bryssel/  

 Skog supply: 
Skogen på kartan 
i Bryssel 

Report on Eustafor's April 2016 
event, featuring study 

http://www.skog-
supply.se/article/view/2477
94/skogen_pa_kartan_i_bry
ssel#.Vwx6pvJPrIU  

 EUSTAFOR  Brochure: European state 
forests boost the bioeconomy 

http://www.eustafor.eu/upl
oads/eustafor_brochure_bi
oeconomy_web.pdf  

 UNAC (União das 
Organizações de 
Agricultores para 
o 
Desenvolvimento 
da Charneca), 
Portugal 

Newsletter: Após a assinatura 
do Acordo de Paris sobre as 
alterações climáticas ( COP 21 
Paris) - qual a relevância para as 
Florestas? 

http://us12.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=8f90a6ab5
7bf9bcdec71ad13d&id=762
68c3628&e=48c2147fed  

 CEPF Confederation of European 
Forest Owners’ position on the 
inclusion of LULUCF in the EU 
2030 Climate and Energy 
framework 

http://www.cepf-
eu.org/vedl/CEPF%20positio
n%20on%20LULUCF_June%
202016.pdf  

 Groen Kennisnet Groeiende vraag naar hout https://www.groenkennisne
t.nl/nl/groenkennisnet/sho
w/Groeiende-vraag-naar-
hout.htm  
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circular bioeconomy strategy 

http://www.efi.int/files/atta

chments/publications/efi_fst

p_5_2017.pdf  

Luana Ladu, Knut Blind Current opinion in 

Green and 

Sustainable 

Chemistry, 

available online 

23.09.2017 

Overview of policies, standards 

and certifications supporting the 

European bio-based economy 

http://www.sciencedirect.co

m/science/article/pii/S24522

23617300767  

Pekka Lauri, Nicklas 

Forsell, Anu Korosuo, Petr 

Havlík, Michael 

Obersteiner, Annika 

Nordin 

Forest Policy and 

Economics, 

Volume 83, 

October 2017, 

Pages 121-130 

Impact of the 2 °C target on 

global woody biomass use 

http://www.sciencedirect.co

m/science/article/pii/S13899

34117300412  

Andrzej Węgiel, Stanisław 

Małek, Ernest Bielinis, 

Donald L. Grebner, 

Krzysztof Polowy & 

Joanna Skonieczna 

Scandinavian 

Journal of Forest 

Research, 

published online 

20.07.2017 

Determination of elements 

removal in different harvesting 

scenarios of Scots pine (Pinus 

sylvestris L.) stands 

http://www.tandfonline.com

/doi/abs/10.1080/02827581.

2017.1352019  

Niclas Scott Bentsen Renewable and 

Sustainable Energy 

Reviews, volume 

73, June 2017 

Carbon debt and payback time – 

Lost in the forest? 

http://www.sciencedirect.co

m/science/article/pii/S13640

32117302034  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11676-018-0596-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11676-018-0596-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11676-018-0596-7
http://deposita.ibict.br/bitstream/deposita/27/2/Patricia_GalloBLima.pdf
http://deposita.ibict.br/bitstream/deposita/27/2/Patricia_GalloBLima.pdf
http://deposita.ibict.br/bitstream/deposita/27/2/Patricia_GalloBLima.pdf
https://open.library.ubc.ca/cIRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/items/1.0363339
https://open.library.ubc.ca/cIRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/items/1.0363339
https://open.library.ubc.ca/cIRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/items/1.0363339
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360132317305644
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360132317305644
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360132317305644
http://www.efi.int/files/attachments/publications/efi_fstp_5_2017.pdf
http://www.efi.int/files/attachments/publications/efi_fstp_5_2017.pdf
http://www.efi.int/files/attachments/publications/efi_fstp_5_2017.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2452223617300767
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2452223617300767
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2452223617300767
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1389934117300412
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1389934117300412
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1389934117300412
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02827581.2017.1352019
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02827581.2017.1352019
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02827581.2017.1352019
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032117302034
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032117302034


https://www.efi.int/policysupport 80 
 

 

Dale, V. H., Kline, K. L., 

Parish, E. S., Cowie, A. L., 

Emory, R., Malmsheimer, 

R. W., Slade, R., SMITH, C. 

T., Wigley, T. B., Bentsen, 

N. S., Berndes, G., 

Bernier, P., Brandão, M., 

Chum, H. L., Diaz-Chavez, 

R., Egnell, G., Gustavsson, 

L., Schweinle, J., Stupak, 

I., Trianosky, P., Walter, 

A., Whittaker, C., Brown, 

M., Chescheir, G., 

Dimitriou, I., Donnison, C., 

Goss Eng, A., Hoyt, K. P., 

Jenkins, J. C., Johnson, K., 

Levesque, C. A., Lockhart, 

V., Negri, M. C., Nettles, J. 

E. and Wellisch, M. 

GCB Bioenergy 

(Volume 9, Issue 8, 

August 2017) 

(published online 

25.04.2017) 

Status and prospects for 

renewable energy using wood 

pellets from the southeastern 

United States 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.co

m/doi/10.1111/gcbb.12445/f

ull  

Jonker, J.G.G. Dissertation, 

(2017) Utrecht 

University 

Quantification and comparison 

of the economic and GHG 

performance of biomass supply 

chains 

https://dspace.library.uu.nl/

handle/1874/351376  

 European 

Environment 

Agency 

Report No 

30/2016 

(Published 

09.12.2016) 

Environmental indicator report 

2016 – In support to the 

monitoring of the 7th 

Environment Action Programme 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/a

irs/2016/natural-

capital/forest-utilisation  

Presentations 
Lauri Hetemäki, EFI ThinkForest 

webinar, "Science 
Insights to the 
European Green 
Deal and Forests", 
20.05.2020 

Forest-based Bioeconomy and 
the Green Deal 

https://www.efi.int/sites/de
fault/files/files/thinkforest/
2020/Hetemäki_ThinkForest
%20webinar%2020%20May
%202020_correct.pdf  

Gabriela Lacobuta, Niklas 
Höhne 

Cited in 
Contribution to 
2017 
Interconnections 
Conference, Bonn 
12-13 May 2017 

Low-carbon transition under 
Agenda2030: Climate-
development trade-offs and 
synergies 

http://interconnections2017
.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/1
12.pdf  

Lauri Hetemäki, EFI 29.03.2017, 
Nordic-Baltic 
Bioenergy 
conference, 
Helsinki 

Carbon neutrality of biomass https://nordicbalticbioenerg
y.eu/#programme  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gcbb.12445/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gcbb.12445/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gcbb.12445/full
https://dspace.library.uu.nl/handle/1874/351376
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Marcus Lindner, EFI "Landwirtschaft 
und Umwelt": 
Wege für mehr 
Klimaschutz, 
BMEL, Berlin. 
13.12.2016 

 http://www.bmel.de/DE/La
ndwirtschaft/Nachhaltige-
Landnutzung/Klimawandel/
_Texte/FachtagungKlimasch
utzgutachten.html  

Gustaf Egnell, Swedish 
University of Agricultural 
Sciences   

Sustainable use of 
bioenergy 
seminar (hosted 
by Christofer 
Fjellner MEP), 
European 
Parliament 
07.12.2016 

“Forest Biomass, Carbon 
Neutrality and Climate Change 
Mitigation,” outcomes of 
the latest From Science to 
Policy report 

http://www.forestindustries
.se/news/news/2016/12/cro
wded-seminar-on-
sustainable-bioenergy/  
 
https://www.svensktnarings
liv.se/english/sustainable-
use-of-
bioenergy_663595.html  

Marcus Lindner, EFI Sustainable 
Forest Biomass in 
light of Paris 
COP21, EBCD 
seminar, 
European 
Parliament 
1.12.2016 

“Forest Biomass, Carbon 
Neutrality and Climate Change 
Mitigation,” outcomes of 
the latest From Science to 
Policy report 

http://ebcd.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/D
raftAgenda-4.pdf  

Göran Berndes EU Bioenergy 
Sustainability 
Policy –seminar, 
Finnish 
Permanent 
Representation in 
Brussels 
07.10.2016 

Bioenergy and its impact on 
greenhouse gas mitigation – 
science and policy implications  

http://tem.fi/en/eu-
bioenergy-sustainability-
policy  

Policymakers 
 International 

Energy Agency 
Bioenergy 

Technology Roadmap: 
Delivering Sustainable 
Bioenergy 

http://www.iea.org/publicat
ions/freepublications/public
ation/Technology_Roadmap
_Delivering_Sustainable_Bio
energy.pdf  

John M Bryden, Nicholas 
Clarke, Anders C Hansen, 
Atle W Hegnes, Valborg 
Kvakkestad, Karen 
Refsgaard 

NORDREGIO 
Policy brief 
2017:3, published 
May 2017 

Bioenergy and rural 
development in Europe: Policy 
recommendations from the 
TRIBORN research and 
stakeholder consultations, 
2014-17 

http://www.diva-
portal.org/smash/get/diva2:
1095928/FULLTEXT01.pdf  

 European 
Academies 
Science Advisory 
Council (EASAC) 
policy report 32, 
April 2017 

Multi-functionality and 
sustainability in the European 
Union’s forests 

http://www.easac.eu/filead
min/PDF_s/reports_stateme
nts/Forests/EASAC_Forests_
web_complete.pdf  

Media 
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 De 
Correspondent, 
Netherlands, 
31.08.2020 

Zonder biomassa haalt 
Nederland zijn klimaatdoelen 
niet. Hoe werkt het, en hoe 
duurzaam is het? 

https://decorrespondent.nl/
11466/zonder-biomassa-
haalt-nederland-zijn-
klimaatdoelen-niet-hoe-
werkt-het-en-hoe-
duurzaam-is-
het/5791484190492-
448cf73b  

 Energia Uutiset, 
23.03.2017 

Perustelemattomia väitteitä 
biotaloudesta  

http://www.energiauutiset.f
i/etusivu/perustelemattomi
a-vaitteita-
biotaloudesta.html  

 Bioenergy 
International 

NBB 2017: Forests and political 
pricing paved the road to 
bioenergy HEL 

https://bioenergyinternatio
nal.com/opinion-
commentary/nbb-2017-
forests-political-pricing-

paved-road-bioenergy-hel  
 Canadian Biomass 

magazine 
Climate benefits of biomass 
energy 

http://www.canadianbioma
ssmagazine.ca/pellets/clima
te-benefits-of-biomass-
energy-6004  

 Médiaterre 
(French 
sustainable 
development 
portal) 

La biomasse forestière, la 
neutralité carbone et la 
mitigation des changements 
climatiques 

http://www.mediaterre.org
/actu,20161016162212,1.ht
ml  

 ENDS Waste and 
Bioenergy 

 http://www.endswasteandb
ioenergy.com/  

 Alpha Galileo 
(science news) 

New science-policy study: 
Forest biomass, carbon 
neutrality and climate change 
mitigation 

http://www.alphagalileo.org
/ViewItem.aspx?ItemId=168
822&CultureCode=en  

Stakeholders 
 The Network of 

Institutes and 
Schools of Public 
Administration in 
Central and 
Eastern Europe, 
The  Choice-
Architecture  
behind Policy 
Designs. Selected  
revised  papers  
from  the 27th 
NISPAcee Annual 
Conference 
“From Policy 
Design to Policy 

 Increasing Reliance on Wood 
Energy? A Case Study on Policy-
Practice Interface in Selected 
European Countries. F Ferranti 

https://ris.utwente.nl/ws/p
ortalfiles/portal/175963614
/11_20_from_PRACTIC_mo
nograph_final.pdf  
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Practice”, May 
24-26, 2019 

Dr Chris Malins, 
Ceruology 

Transport and 
Environment,  

We didn’t start the fire: The 
role of bioenergy in 
decarbonisation scenarios 

https://www.transportenvir
onment.org/sites/te/files/C
erulogy_We-didn%27t-start-
the-fire.pdf  

Jesamine Bartlett, 
Graciela M. Rusch, Magni 
Olsen Kyrkjeeide, Hanno 
Sandvik & Jenni Nordén 

Norwegian 
Insitute for 
Nature Research 

Carbon storage in Norwegian 
ecosystems 

https://www.wwf.no/assets
/attachments/Karbonlagring
INorskNatur.pdf  

 IEA Bioenergy Is energy from woody biomass 
positive for the climate?  

http://www.ieabioenergy.co
m/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/F
AQ_WoodyBiomass-
Climate_final-1.pdf  

 SVEBIO (18 May) De europeiska akademierna ger 
återigen ut en ovetenskaplig 
rapport 

https://www.svebio.se/pres
s/blogginlagg/de-
europeiska-akademierna-
ger-aterigen-ut-en-
ovetenskaplig-rapport  

 SVEBIO Göran Berndes, 2017 års 
mottagare av Jan Häckners 
bioenergipris 

https://www.svebio.se/pres
s/pressmeddelanden/goran-
berndes-2017-ars-
mottagare-av-jan-hackners-
bioenergipris   

 Chalmers 
University 

Göran Berndes får bioenergipris http://www.chalmers.se/sv/
styrkeomraden/energi/nyhe
ter/Sidor/Goran-Berndes-
far-bioenergipris.aspx  

 EUSTAFOR, CEPF, 
COPA and 
COGECA, UEF, 
FECOF, and USSE  

Position Paper on the 
Commission Proposal for a 
Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of 
energy from renewable sources 
(recast) – COM(2016) 767 final: 
Sustainably managed forests 
are a proven source of 
sustainable biomass for 
bioenergy 

https://www.eustafor.eu/up
loads/20171004_RED_recas
t_Joint_Position.pdf  

 Forest Energy 
Blog (Cost Action 
FP0902 and IEA 
Bioenergy Task 
43) 

“Forest biomass, carbon 
neutrality and climate change 
mitigation” - a new report now 
published! 

http://blog.forestenergy.org
/2016/10/forest-biomass-
carbon-neutrality-and.html  

 Climate Etc 
Forum 

Week in review, science edition https://judithcurry.com/201
6/10/22/week-in-review-
science-edition-60/  

 Chalmers 
University, 
Sweden 

Ambitiös rapport ger nya 
insikter om biomassans roll för 
klimatet 

http://www.chalmers.se/sv/
institutioner/ee/nyheter/Sid
or/Ambiti%C3%B6s-rapport-
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Forest Policy and 
Economics, 
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Esten Persvingelen Masters Thesis, 
University of 
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Impacts on carbon budgets of 
increased use of Norwegian 
forest resources for energy 

http://bora.uib.no/handle/1
956/20197  

Raul Fernandez Lacruz  PhD Thesis, 
Swedish 
University of 
Agricultural 
Sciences, 2019 

Improving supply chains for 
logging residues and small-
diameter trees in Sweden 

https://pub.epsilon.slu.se/1
6161/7/fernandez_lacruz_r_
190522.pdf  

Stakeholders 

 National Council 
for Air and 
Stream 
Improvement 
white paper, 2020 

Review of literature on forest 
products-related avoided 
greenhouse gas emissions 

https://pdfs.semanticschola
r.org/5b8e/087c66d2dfa1c3
ca1cc9baf7968bf5ed4d74.p
df 

Johan Bergh, Gustaf 
Egnell, Tomas Lundmark. 

Skogsskötselserie
n kapitel 21.  
Skogsstyrelsen,  

Skogens kolbalans och klimatet https://www.skogsstyrelsen
.se/globalassets/mer-om-
skog/skogsskotselserien/sko
gsskotselserien-21-skogens-
kolbalans-och-klimatet-
2020-.pdf 

Anders Tærø Nielsen, 
Niclas Scott Bentsen, and 
Thomas Nord-Larsen. 

IGN Report, 
November 2020. 
Department of 
Geosciences and 
Natural Resource 
Management, 
University of 
Copenhagen 

CO2 emission mitigation 
through fuel transition on 
Danish CHP and district heat 
plants – Carbon debt and 
payback time of CHP and 
district heating plant’s 
transition from fossil to biofuel  

https://static-
curis.ku.dk/portal/files/2515
78680/IGN_Report_CO2_e
mission_mitigation_Nov202
0.pdf 

Torun Hammar, Per-
Anders Hansson, Mikaela 
Seleborg and 
Johan Stendahl. 

Report 
(Department of 
Energy and 
Technology, SLU). 

Climate effects of a forestry 
company – including biogenic 
carbon fluxes and substitution 
effects 
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8719/1/hammar_t_et_al_20
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C. E. Smyth, A. J. Dugan, 
M. Olguin, R. Birdsey, C. 
Wayson, A. Alanís, and 
W.A. Kurz. 

Canadian Forest 
Service, Pacific 
Forestry Centre. 
Information 
Report BC-X-445 

A synthesis of climate change 
mitigation options based on 
regional case studies of the 
North American forest sector 
using a harmonized modeling 
approach 

https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/publi
cations?id=40190 

Peter Holmgren, BillerudKorsnäs BillerudKorsnäs - a climate-
positive corporation. Forest-
based products reduce fossil 
fuel dependency and help 
combat global climate change 

https://www.billerudkorsna
s.com/globalassets/billerudk
orsnas/sustainability/report
_billerudkorsnas---a-
climate-positive-
corporation.pdf 

 CIFOR, 
24.01.2020 

So long tumultuous teens: 
High hopes for forests in the 
2020s 
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The Staggering Value of 
Forests—and How to Save 
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Carbon footprint of tropical 
timber 

https://www.idhsustainable
trade.com/publication/carb
on-footprint-of-tropical-
timber/ 

Peter Holmgren EUSTAFOR Climate effects of the forest-
based sector in the European 
Union 

https://eustafor.eu/uploads
/Study_Climate-effects-of-
the-forest-based-sector-in-
the-European-Union.pdf 

 Swedish Forest 
Industries, June 
2019 

Report: Contribution of the 
Swedish forestry sector to 
global climate efforts 

https://www.forestindustrie
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pporter/swedish-forestry-
sectors-climate-
contribution.pdf 

 Swedish Forest 
Industries, June 
2019 

Rapport: Så stort är  
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https://www.skogsindustrie
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/nyheter/rapport-
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klimatbidrag.pdf 

 Hoffman Centre 
for Sustainable 
Resource 
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October 2019 

Closing the Gap: Overcoming 
Barriers to Investment in 
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https://hoffmanncentre.cha
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 Österreichisches 
Klimaforschungsn
etzwerk Climate 
Change Centre 
Austria / Projekt 
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September 2019 
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blVers-9.9.2019.pdf 
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EAKR-hanke  Teolliset 
symbioosit materiaalikehitys ja 
Malli-Y analyysi Pohjois-Savo  
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 Skogforsk, July 
2019 

Climate Impact of Swedish 
Forestry 

https://www.skogforsk.se/c
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assets/01f064719a434ecda8
fcf0a0956755dc/climate-
impact-of-swedish-
forestry.pdf 
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Waring, B., Neumann, 
M., Prentice, I.C., Adams, 
M. Smith, P. and Siegert, 
M.J  

Grantham 
Institute 
Discussion Paper 
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 What role can forests play in 
tackling climate change?  

 
https://doi.org/10.25561/80
271 

 Biomonitor 
project, 09/2019 

Framework for measuring the 
size and development of the 
bioeconomy 

http://biomonitor.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/B
ioMonitor_Deliverable_1.1_
Update_1.pdf  

 SLU - Swedish 
University of 
Agricultural 
Sciences 

Scenarier för den svenska 
skogen och skogsmarkens 
utsläpp och upptag av 
växthusgaser 

https://www.slu.se/globalas
sets/ew/org/inst/mom/ma/
klimatrapportering/ru_luluc
f_prognoser_vaxthusgaser_
skog_skogsmark_slutrappor
t.pdf  

Jyri Seppälä, Markku 
Kanninen  

Labour Institute 
for Economic 
Research, Talous 
ja yhteiskunta, 
1/2019 

Metsien hakkuiden 
kasvattaminen ei ole 
ilmastoteko 

http://www.labour.fi/ty/tyle
hti/talous-yhteiskunta-1-
2019/metsien-hakkuiden-
kasvattaminen-ei-ole-
ilmastoteko/   

Peter Holmgren & 
Katarina Kolar 

SCA Reporting the overall climate 
impact of a forestry corporation 
- the case of SCA 

https://www.sca.com/globa
lassets/sca/hallbarhet/klima
tnytta/rapport.pdf  

 Wood Campus New study shows substituting 
wood results in carbon emission 
reductions 

https://www.woodcampus.c
o.uk/new-study-shows-
substituting-wood-results-
in-carbon-emission-
reductions/   

 LIFE CLIMARK 
project 

COP24 Summit: The role of 
forests in mitigating climate 
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