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Discussion #1

Q1
On the Division between social and 

institutional innovation

Laura:
social is more focused on dynamics and 

changes in civil society. Institutional 
innovation is more related to policies. 

Both can be determined by one another.
Need for system thinking approach in the

classification, analysis and synthesis as 
they are all interlinked.

On how much political pressure creates 
interest in innovation?

Laura
EU funded calls and others were the 
visible drivers for innovation. SIMRA 
project tackled both urban and rural 

areas.
There's a shift in timespan from calls to 
real projects, it takes lots of time and is 

affected by political pressure.
Actions are faster than research and 

policy.

On Monitoring and evaluation

Laura:
SIMRA developed a set of 

indicators that have been well 
geographically distributed and 

tested.
This gap was significantly 

covered

On comparing innovations in Europe vs Mediterranean
countries

Laura:
Dominant driver countries are nordic because their 

forests are considered to have a high economic value, 
thus a high political interest. They apply the cascade 

approach (least waste, more bioeconomy).
In most Mediterranean countries forests are not 

considered to have an economic value, so there's no 
interest in investing in them. Plus no technological 
capacities to produce wood for construction due to 

lack of previous investment.

On the Weak social linkages in 
Mediterranean

Laura:

Researchers and citizens must push 
politicians to realize that forests are 

relevant resources that can be used in 
multiple ways. Need to improve capacity 

in communication and dissemination. 
Dilemma between timber production and
ecosystem conservation is again an issue.

Need to balance and define urgencies.

15 min

On the Right of local communities and 
indigenous people in innovation

Laura
They are still understudied, there is only 

a few papers on the role of these 
communities and their 

interconnectedness to other actors.
There's a need to give more visibility to 
all the fragmented initiatives and to do 

further research
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Q 2 Allow youth to co-​
create priorities 
and invent their 

own visions
Italy 

Main challenge is meeting the 
needs of the landowners.
And there is a gap in this 

knowledge but not a reserach 
gap it is more likely to be social 

one.

Along with the difficulty of 
turning research results into 

applicable actions
Portugal

In some cases stakeholders
would like to support, but 
they don't know what to 

do.
Researchers have the time, 

skills and capacities to 
create solutions and fill 

gaps
Italy 

Use transformative science and 
apply solution oriented 

approaches
Need to shift paradigm in 

research, going beyond needs 
and challenges to capacities and 

potentials, by properly setting 
priorities
Italy 

An important challenge is 
this link between What is 
being developed and the 

needs of landowner.
Landowner needs must be 
the base of the innovation
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